Einf 


—— 


Palruex and Asras 10. 85 

2 * ; fo 0 %s "rel : —f WE "4 

X . In Angwes to, 3 3 5 
Mr. Sanvanans A P P EN D I * = 
8 To which, is added, : 1 . 
"Air UNANSWERED, Proor Her the Setip- 1 

ture, of the Matter 1 in Debate; as it is . 

contained in the laſt Letter of a Cor- - 


the AUTHOR, 


+.” 


reſpondence between Mr. i: ak. ane 


As ao, An e to Mr. Groth, LY Works, 
* Vol. III. p. 402 — 400. 5 = ; : 755 


By a HEARER of the ArosrIEsS»JöUk . 
+ 4 ' * l " 25 | . | 
* Y, ry * 2 8 F — 5 * 4 8 N of * 2 | 
+ . 1 3 2 «4 < «<a M5 7 
Ls Se T4 | 


- 


| 50d a at their Chapel 3 in Mar aret-Street near Oxford? 5 
| * . and at Mr. Dilly's in the Poultry.” | "3 


Me N. DCC, XIII. 


5 1 8 © » 
4 0 0 * * 4 
$ * S. * — 5 4 7 ? 


| 
* 0 ae 
ju 0 * — 
a 9 , | 
* : a 2 A , 4 * 1 
* 
p 4 ® . ” : — k Cf 3 iS = 
1 7 . 4 


Sandeman to als by « 
fair and 2 85 to the 2 622 or 5 | 


Jain iſſue with him in this appeal, Lt the Seri N 
decide our controverſy. Let us reſt in Gods 
as deciſrue ; and the man who will not ſubmit to * 2.4 
let him come under the W of being influenced by 
liitle felf-ſeeking views ; let the union he harper eftabliſh 
Ar, 21 as. a ws, 1 artific F ſe, not 
0 on ſcripture truth, nor ſupported. by a con 

x2 regard lin that ſpeaks fon heaven. e | 


Some tube had a high eſteem for . 8888 
were (before be viſited ndon,) defirons that I 
ſhould have a perſonal canver ſation with him, „Le 
that he might poſſibly convey ſame light upon what I had 
objected, which could not ſo a5 appear from his writs 
ings. But when he came to town he informed them, 
that c true chriſtianity was nat to be ſettled in this 
cc manner,” it 1 wlyg le dependance 
on what he himſe "Fad afferted. And this indeed they 
could never have learnt from bis writings. 1 05 


How far. his diſciples have been improved i in this i im- 
plicit regard, may appear from the following letter ſont” 
in anſwer to the ſecond letter ſent to them Ta the hear 


77 of tbe apofles. 
.« To Mr, 6.“ 


S 1 R, 
„The letter you left at my houſe yeſterday, I 

« gelivered to Handehdt, he opened it, ſome 
„% of the brethren heard it read, OTHERS WOULD 


« NOT; 1 haye no meſſage from them to de 
t 
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—— I ſhall take upon me to 10 0 the 
“author is not likely to have ANY BETTER SUC- 
c cxss with this than with his former letter. We 
ec are in a ſafe retreat, which none can know the 
+G beauties of, but thoſe that walk with us; nor 
cc 80 1 we chuſe to have any engagement with any 
de enemies from that quarter from whence that let- 


Le ter came, N 
Ns N. : | Tam yours be. 
| I: hs 


TY me) kum is not of Ibis world, i 
comes not with' obſervation ; if it 10as in the mid s 
the Jewiſh nation when they enquired when it ſhould 
come; if. it was the way led here, and a ſect every 
where ſpoken a ainſt; 77 when the ſon of man comes 
he ſhall ferce jm faith on the earth ; if the world will 
not hear but hate the real apoſtolic teſtimony, even as 
Chriſt himſelf was hated; we need not be diſcour ed 
at the treatment we have met with,. nor Aſappeimef i in 
tubat tue are to expect; nor have we any reaſen 16 
regard the Bogſled din, neſs of of thoſe who are united in 
an obſiinate rejection of the goſpel of God; or who im- 
plicitly ſubmit to the Ld and their leaders in this 
matter, as a more N 4% road than thinking 
for themſelves. And to be given up to the mean arts of 
encouraging the Pride and Lazineſs of ſuch, as are to 
be ſo hired to backbite and ſpeak evil, "fo orbodes a eng 
blinded more and more, for the Lord Feſus takes a 
ſuch proceedings as done to himſelf. 


The liter —_ to this Review, is the 1 Ar. 
Hervey ſpeaks of in his letter of Dec. 2, E. pre- 
fixed to the e. of Theron and * m 


A REVIEW 


REVIEW. 


OF THE 


CONTROVERSY 


BE TWIX 


- PALEMON and A8 PAS 10. 


LM ouſt confeſs, that when I entered upon a 

| > defence of the only foundation of Chriſtian 
w „from the plauſible arguments Mr. 
Sandeman had raiſed againſt it, it was with 
fear and diffidence of my own abilities. 
Though I had no doubt of the goodneſs of the cauſe, 
yet I was conſcious there might poſſibly be a flaw in 
my manner of maintaining it. I am at laſt pleaſured 
9 ſeeing the utmoſt ſuch an acute adverſary can 
reply. | 5 

In the preface to the Defence of Theran and Aſpaſio, 
-2d edit. à ſhort view of the controverſy is given in the 
following words, 

« As to our debate with Mr. Sandeman, it ſeems 
to ſtand as follows, : | = I 

% The turnin int from deſpair to good hope, 
he obſerves is the * of the controverſy ; and this 
point is with Mr. _—_— (as he. ſays) the * 

„ vw 


6 A Rowiew of the ConTRovensr = 

| work of Chriſt, as it is fully ſufficient to vindicate the 
divine juſtice in ſaving the moſt guilty. All the hope 
he has by this, is repreſented, by the hope a man has 
from hearing of the plentiful importation of corn, in 
a time of famine ; while yet it remains a hazard 
whether he ſhall ever obtain any * ; and his expecta- 
tion to obtain, is by labouring in a painful defire and 
fear, il crowned with enjoyment. FE. 

e Fſpafio's turning point, is the finiſhed work of 
Chriſt, revealed in the gracious declarations of the 
goſpel, not only as ſupporting divine juſtice in ſaving 
the moſt guilty, but allo (in virtue of a divine grant of 

it for that purpoſe) as the ſufficient object of the ſin- 
ner's immediate truſt and confidence, agreeable to re- 
peated divine aſſurances, that ſuch confidence ſhall 
not be confounded or diſappointed ; and the works 
and labours of love, Aſpaſio pleads for, are works of 
love to God thus manifeſted and truſted in, , 

« Mr. Sandeman ſuppoſing an opriation or truſt, 
to be a denial of this ſufficiency of Chriſt alone, op- 
poſes it. This then js what we are concerned to 
defend, 
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* Hi, avords are, Will the NEWS of a plenteous in- 
| 10 portation corn, in the time of famine, give joy ts 
FJ? 4 many ready to periſh, and revive even the pooreft with ' 


| « the hopes that they may be fed; while yet no man 
1 | 66 ras goat? but his preſent day may be his laſt ?" 


Letters on Theron, p. 402. 

1 Do this. he has been anſwered in the Polyglott, p. 7; 
1 % The joy of fuch is, and can by only, in proportion to their 
If 4 ſuppoſution, that the preſent day will not be their laſt : 
2% they expect to live, and alſo to obtain ſome of this corn, 
| 4 either by purchaſe, or gift ; ſo this joy ts Fee to Mr. 
A « Sandeman's purpoſe ; for the bread of God reſpefs 


9 6c (he eternal life hereafter ; and our joy in the report of it 
„ „ %%, uh fo far u it mai ar m 
„ O89 - 
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« To this purpoſe I have endeavoured to ſhew, that 
in truſting to the ſufficient righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone 
for everlaſting life, we keep clear of the charge of 
denying the PuGcient righteouſneſs, or of adding or 
mixing another righteouſneſs with it. We may rather 

ſk, How does it . that any man believes it to 
e ſufficient, when he dare not truſt his ſoul upon it, 
but waits in painful deſire and fear, to diſcover himſelf 
poſſeſs d of the diſtinguiſhing qualities of a believer ? 
And as he carefully ſeparates what he believes, from 
gl foundation of hope or confidence therein for ever- 

ſting life, he appears to us involved in the abſurdity, 
of hoping for eternal life by Chriſt, becauſe he diſco- 
vers himſelf without any A of hope, either 
in himſelf, or in the goſpel he believes. | 

„He may ſay, he truſts to be. ſaved by what 
„ Chriſt has done, if ſaved at all;“ but that very : 
fignifies that he does not truſt upon what Chriſt has 
done, but is waiting to diſcover ſomething elſe, as a 


-more proper ground of his confidence. And what is 


that /omething elſe, but the difference he diſcovers 
betwixt himſelf and other ſinners ? So that after all 
gur flouriſhes againſt ſelf-dependance and Phariſaic 
doctrine, if we ase not upon our guard, we ſhall be 

at laſt ſettled on no other foundation. | a 
Mr. Sandman, in endeavouring to prove that his 
view of the goſpel © quiets the guilty conſcience of a 
% man, as ſoon as he knows it, acknowledges with 


us, that the goſpel is deſigned for that end, but fails 


in his attempt to make out, that the guilty conſcience 


of that man is quieted, who diſcovers no foundation 
in what he believes to truſt in Chriſt's righteouſneſs. 
He ſuppoſes, that the uneaſineſs and dread of con- 
ſcience, ariſes only from an appearing impoſſibility 


of a juſt God being a Saviour # from whence he in- 


fers, that the revelation of a righteouſneſs removing 


this ſeeming impothbility, brings the reſt and peace 
2 . ſpeaks of, without revealing any ground 


and confidence in that righ is. 
3 2 — 
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Put this ſuppoſition is not true: few or none are 
troubled with ſuch apprehenfions ; nor does the ſcrip- 
ture addreſs men as tho they were. It is ſelf-evident, 
that the cauſe of our dread is an apprehenſion of our 
arant of a righteouſneſs acceptable to the divine pu- 
rity ; and what relieves, muſt be. our baving ſuch a 
righteouſneſs, either in ourſelves, or by God's free 


gift. This Mr. Sandeman ſeems to acknowledge, 


when he talks of © labouring in painful defire and fear,” 
as an effect of his crampt view of the goſpel. For 
why is this the effect? but becauſe what he believes 
does not afford the proper ſatisfaction. | 

Mr. Sandeman's (profeſſed) jealouſy is, leaſt we, by 
pleading thus for a finner's truſt and confidence on 
Chriſt, ſhould lead man into a ſelf-dependance on his 
doing ſomething to relieve himſelf from his dreadful 
circumſtances, inſtead of being ſupported only by 
what Chriſt has already done. But £18 eaſy is it to 
perceive, that no man is, or can be, ſupported by what 
Chriſt has already done; but he that diſcovers it the 
object of his truſt and confidence, and that ſo to depend 
on Chriſt, and what he has done, is the very oppoſite 
of all ſelf-dependance, and inconſiſtent with our de- 
pending on, or doing, any thing to that eng. 

« It is true, a man that is at entire uncertainty, 
without any dependance whatever, is as clear of ſelf. 
dependance, as he is of dependance on what Chriſt 
has done. So a man that neither eats nor drinks, is 
as much -out of danger of dying with gluttony and 
exceſs, as he is with being poiſoned by unwholſome 
food. ' But how long can a man live thus! And how 
long can. a man ſupport without having ſome depend- 
ance Or other for his ſoul? It is as natural for the 
mind of man to depend upon ſomething againſt the 


, fears of hereafter, as it is for his body to gravitate or 


fmk, till it meets with a proper ſupport. Hence we 
find. that thoſe that depend not on the truth, depend 
on ſome falſchood or other, which they ſuppoſe to be 
true; and when a man is beat off from one falſe de- 


Pendance, he is ſinking to deſpair, till he finds another, 


or 


- 
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or be ie relieved by the rial trurb: and that truth 


which relieves, muſt reveal a foundation of d 
oy. — life ; to attempt to reſt ſhort of this, is 
10 hay a caſile in the air. The apprehen- 
— that "God may, if he | 
«© me, as I at pre 4 ſtand,” h it tends to 
remove the Phariſaic wiſh; or want, to know that I am 
diſtinguiſhed from others, * — me unſupported 
as to the original and real dread of conſcience, ariſing 
from my perſonal deficiency. And when fuch flight 
the divine warrant for the ſinners ruff and confidence in 
Chriſt's ſufficient righteouſneſs, they naturally ſink to 
the hope of eternal life, not by what Chriſt has done, 
or what the goſpel declares, but a hope that they are 


ſes, have mercy 


the Heep of Chriſt, who hear his voice, which is in 


fact only a (foundationleſs ) hope in tbemſelues. 

As the — f ll. 2 deman had this effect 
upon me, that I rejected human diſtinctions in the 
maintainance of divine truth, and gave up my own 
Judgment and reaſonings, ſubmitting a pow idance 
of ſeripture. declarations; I added, hg late, 
P- 35. the ſcripture-account of ede k. ded, in the 


g manner: 

For all, for the ungodly. | e | 
Who gave himſelf a ranſom He a fave he 

for all, 1 Tim. ü, 6. | heir fins, 14. tf 1 
For every man, Heb. ii, 2. | in Hage ſons unte 
He is the propitiation for . glam, Heb. ul, 10. 

fone the aubole world, | That he fbould g ive eternal 

ü, 2 life to as a gar haſt 

He 4 for all, that they | him. 

, which live foould net lot T lay dewn my lift for the 

*s themſebves, 2 ne v. | „ John x, 15. 

1 | 


I have placed in the ſame. 


manner. After which I obſerve, ** As the ſufferings. 
of Chriſt are as infinite in value as his 3 


3 
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make it, fo his death can have no other limits than the 
declaration concerning it. According to theſe teſtimo- 
mies he gave himſelf a ranſom Cor propitiation through 
faith in his blood) for all; to ſave 1s PEOPLE rem their 
fins, under the humbling character of ſinners even as 
others, without: difference from them who periſh.” 


And ſubjoined the following note, If the queſtion 


is put, For whom did Chrift die? (or to whom did God 
intend) to give a claim to remiſſion of fins and eternal 
life by his death, or to be a door of acceſs into the 
holieft of all ? The anſwer is, Al Men. But when 
the queſtion is, For æubom did Chrift die, or whom did 
God intend eventually and effectually to ſave thereby? 
The anſwer is, His people, whom he brings to the 
Knowledge of the truth, and keeps through faith to 
eternal ſalvation.” * | AMIS d 

In all this, I am defirous to be determined by the 


expreſs language of the ſcripture, and, as { told Mr; 


Sandeman, am ready to hear him, or any one that 
mall put me in mind of any ſcripture that will mani- 
ſeſt the above. mentioned quotations in a clearer con- 
ſiſteney than I have yet appreh ende. 
And what does Mr. Sandeman ſay to all this? In fad 
nothing at all: For, aſter promiſing to give his reader 


. «« ſome view of the progreſs of the controverſy,” he 


tells him, This author. maintains ſuch an univerſal 
grant of Chriſt as warrants every hearer to 17 5 
priate ; and it muſt be owned, he does it, in ſome 

reſpecl, with more eonſiſtency than many others; for he 
maintains, that Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom even for 
all thoſe of mankind who ſhall never be ſaved by 
him.” Append. to the 3d edit. of Lett. on Theron, p. 5. 1 


— * —— — 1 
1 


* Since the Polyglot tao Letters have been publiſted, 
a ſent from our congregations, as hearers of the apoſtles, 
10 thoſe in connection with Mr. Sandeman, in achich ſes 
eeral perverfions of ſcripture, unwarrani aiſtinati 


and incenſiſleucies, art pointed at. 


| Betwwiet Patnhon dud Abalid. 16 

I ſuch an univerſal grant of Chriſt is the divine des 
claration, (which I think is ſufficiently proved both in 
the Defence of Theron and A/pafio and in the Polyght} 
the truth of it does not depend upon any conſiſteney 
Mr. Sandman can diſcern in it. And, if Chriſt has 
given himſelf a ranſom to be believed in for remiſſion of 

ns, or à propitiation through faith in his blood, it 
is no impeachment of this character that thoſe who 
believe not will never be ſaved by him. 

+ That I have ſet down in oppoſite columns, the ſcrip- 
ture account of the death of Chriſt, which men have 
commonly oppoſed: to each other, as proof of their 
oppoſite ſyſtems, is no foundation for Mr. Sandman 
to ſuppoſe I hold univerſal redemption, | . 
It is true, I look upon each column to be God's 
word, and therefore dare not ſo underſtand one ſide as 

to contradi&t God's expreſs declaration on the other; 
and if I could not ſee them conſiſtent, as expreſs'd, I 
would much rather declare my ignorance than chuſe 
one ſide in oppoſition to the other, to avoid Mr. Sa- 
man's or Mr. John Weſkey's cenſure. I dare not ſay, 
with Mr. Sandman, for ſome of 'all, when God ſays for 

all, for ſome of all is not a/. Neither dare I fay with 
Mr. John Weſley, that all are redeemed, when the word 

of God expreſsly declares the redeemed to be redeemed 
from among men, and out of every kindred, people, and 
tengue. If the apoſtle John: tells me, that Chriſt is a 
propitiation for the fins of the whole world ; the apo- 

ſtle Paul informs me, without contradicting the apo- 
{tle John, that he is ſo 1 faith in his blood, 
and that God hath ſet. him forth a propitiation through | F 
faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſt for the re- | 2 
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miſſion of fins —that he might be juſt, and the juſftifier 0 
him. that — in Teſus. 17 we are in t * a 
uided by God's word, we ſhall underſtand that Chriſt's 
1 is not an affair with which men have any natural 
neceſſary connection, but a proviſion in God's hands 
to declare his own righteouſneſs in remiſſion of the ſins 
of whom he pleaſeth. That he has for this purpoſe 
fet bin forth, or ordained him 4 propitiation .throagh - 
SLED 11 Ig | faith 


bn 


22 # Review of . the Contr vA 
fab in bis bloody and has, to this, given Hur, 
fo that believetb:on him, have his faithful pro- 
miſe, that bey wot be diſappointed, but have ever- - 
laſting life. The faith through which he is a propitia- 
tion, is not ſomething to be rmed as 2 ition 
For, or on acconnt of which we are to be ſaved: nei- 
ther is it a believing to be ſaved becauſe we are be- 
lievers, but it is Faith (or confidence) in hi blood. Hence 
we are no otherwiſe ſaved by faith, than as we believe 
to be ſaved by his blood; and no otherwiſe juſtified by 
his blood, than according to God's teſtimony, and our 
-_ and confidence therein. We are taught that 
iſt died to be ſuch a propitiation, and we have no 
proof that either in his own, or his Father's inten- 
tion, he died to be a propitiation any other way. 
Now, if Mr. Sandeman and his aſſociates fee no con- 
ſiſteney in theſe ſcripture declarations, but count them 
fooliſhneſs as ſo ſtanding together, it is not man's pro- 
vince to give them wiſdom from above. Bleſſed are 
they who believe according to that which is written. 
If Mr. Sandman, or any other man, can manifeſt by. 
ſcripture authority, that we are wrong; if they can 
point out any ſcriptures that we have forgotten, or ne- 
glected in our view of theſe matters, that will make 
- them appear more harmonious, it will become us, as 
hearers of the apoſtles, to acknowledge them. But as 
to ſetting the divine declarations in a ridiculous light, 
and then ſneering at them; as to all their vain reaſon- 
ings to perſuade us not to be guided by, thus it is' 
written, but take up with ſuch gloſſes as end in a flat 
contradiction to what God has expreſly detlared, we 
are cautioned to take heed leſt as the ſerpent beguiled 
Ewe thro? his ſubtilty, to a diſregard of what God had 
2 ſo our minds ſhould be corrupted, or led aſide 
m the ſimple teſtimony of Him that ſpeaketh fram 
heaven, through the artifice of ſome deceiver. 
Mr? Sandeman, very miſtakenly, ſoppoſes that there 
ean be no ſuch grant as the ſcripture declares in expreſs. 
wards, becauſe the conſiſtency of it has eſcaped his 
obſervation, He ſeems here to have forgot what 2 
x « . apo 
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hed : * * 
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apoſtle ſuys, 2 Cop! X. 4. The weapons of our avarfare = 
are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down 
of firong'\ holds;  cafling dowon imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the — — Ged, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of 


Aſter an impertinent parade about Mr. Been and 
Eeſtines, Mr. Sandenitn, p. 7. returns to his ſubject, tell- 
ing us, that “ while the followers of Boffon and Erſtine 
« profanely maintain, that Chriſt took part in fleſh 
% and blood with many who ſhall reap no benefit in 
* the world to come by that connection, Mr. Cud- 
ce worth and his aſſociates (he might have added, and 
«« their guides the apoſtles) only go a ſtep farther in 
* jn the ſame profaneneſs of mind, while they ſay, 
46% that Chriſt died, in the ſcripture ſenſe, 7. e, to be 
« a ranſom or eee 3 faith, for many 
*©. who ſhall never be juſtified by his blood, nor ſaved 
« from wrath through him.” Now every reader, that 
minds what he reads, muſt obſerve, that Mr. Sandeman 


% 4 * 


is only juſt ſaying over again what he had ſaid before, 


except the addition of profanely charging the apoſtles 


with profaneneſs of mind. 


But ſays he further, The latter claſs have a ſhorter 
% way of perſuading every one to ſay Chrift died for 
r me, becauſe they maintain that Chriſt died for every 
« one of mankind.” | bid. | | 


The apoſtles, no doubt, do maintain, that Chrift 


died for all,” in their ſenſe, and that is, tha? they which 


live might live through bim; he died to be a propitiation 


through faith in his blood, &c. And what has Mr. San- 
deman to ſay againſt this more than the dull repetition 
of what he had ſaid before? Nothing, but that it is 
too ſhort a way; it is not ſo long as his way of labour. 
ing „ in painful deſire and fear,” till he finds a ſuffi- 


cient ground for a diſtinction between himſelf and 


others, And as he does not approve of the 
ſtle's way, beeauſe it is 200 Hort, he may lengthen his 
own, if he pleaſes, by adding cireumciſion and keeping 
of the law of Moſes, For what ſignifies What the _ 
| es 


* 
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- files ſay to Mr. Sandman, who plainly ſees. their way 


too rt. And when God has exprefly declared, that 


be. has fo loved the world, that he gave hit only begotten 


Son, that WHOSOEVER believeth on bim ſhould not periſh 


but have ewerlaſting life, gnaſhes his teeth againſt it, 


and would infinuate the belief of it as a crime, merely 
becauſe of his contemptuous manner of treating it. 
“Both claſſes (ſays he) agree in maintaining, that 
« God hath made a deed of Gift (or grant of Chriſt 
and eternal life in Him) to every hearer of the go- 
«© ſpel.“ We do ſo, and that by. the authority. of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's expreſs teſtimmony. And 
what has Mr. Sandeman to ſay againſt it this time ? 
Why even nothing at all, but another dull repetition 
of his ſtale, and often anſwered objettion, that mul - 
“ titudes of thoſe to whom God is ſaid to have gi- 
„ven eternal life (in his Son) may periſh eternally.” 


Pardon me, Reader, if I again ſtop his mouth with 


his own words. Such a gift as this ſerves as “ a 


% means of divine appointment, to lead ſome to the 


c faith, and render others inexcuſable.”” 


 - | Aﬀeer this he tells us, that * the inſeparable eternal 


©. Þ--7, 8. So then becauſe God has of, and in ſubſer- 


„ connection which God himſelf, of his ſovereign 
* grace and good pleaſure, hath made between Chriſt 
and thoſe for whom he was born and died, is ſet at 
** nought, as a thing that may be fruſtrated as to 
„% many, through ſome defect in their ability or will,” 


vience to, his ſovereign grace and good pleaſure given 
his Son, that 4v-e/ſcever believeth on him ſhould. not pe- 


Tiſh but have everlaſting life, the connection between 


him and his people, who are of his own will, begotten 
by this very truth, is ſet at nought, as a thing that 
may be fruſtrated | 1 Nr 

But, ſays Mr. Sandeman, ** the ſtreſs of our ſalvation 
* js hereby laid on a connection we are called to 
* make between Chriſt and us; and then the province 
„ of what is falſely called grace, is to enable us to 
„ make this connection, p. 8. 25 


I; 
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Tt may he tho arp _ Who are wide from 

the goſpel of Jou, Chrift as Mr. Yardeman appears to 

be by his treatment bf. it. But it is not the caſe with 

thoſe Who 3-4 OJ 4 * . 5 oy es 4 

1. Maintain, that Chriſt is à proviſion in God's 

hands to declare his own rightevefaeſs in ale remiſton of 


As. | i Rt, 


through faith in his blood. Min 
3. That God, of bis own will, begets his church, 
or people, by this word of trurb, all which ſerves as a 
means of divine appointment to lead ſome to the 
faith, and render others inexcuſable. ny” 
Mr. Sandeman having thus done his beſt, to little 
urpoſe, introduces two of his correſpondents as his 
aſſiſtants. The firſt of theſe does nothing more than 
repeat a few words of what has been before ſaid by Mr. 
Sandeman, and fully anſwered ; and manifeſts his ig- 
norance and ill will to any truſt or confidence in a 
God promiſing not to ſuffer them that ſo truſt in him 
to be diſappointed, by contemning it as © believing 
< what is not true, till it is believed,” p. 14. 

The ſecond aſſiſtant does not great honoũr to Mr, 
Sandiman, when he ſays, & we all know it hath been 
* found neceſſary for diſputers of a lower claſs, when 
70 — cauld not confute What their opponents had 
4 really ſaid, to make them ſay what they could con- 
« fute. p 16. I need not ſay how often this has 
been- done by Palemon, to any that haye read the 
Defence of Theron and Aſpaſio, 3nd remember what 
they have read, However, I will not impute it to his 
being one of the lower claſs of diſputants, but to the 
difficulty which attended his fighting againſt divine 
truth. | | | 

All that this gentleman has got to ſay, when he 
comes to the point in hand, p. 20, is, He cannot 
«« ſee the neceſſity of introducing the difficult buſineſs 
«« of proving, that is given, which is never received.“ 
As to the difficulty of proving ſuch a giving, it is 
eafily got over by thoſe who hear our Lord ſaying to 

em 
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them who did not receive him, my Father giweth you 
the true bread from heaven; and as to his not - ſeeing the 
17 ef it; it is to be hoped, that if ever it ſhould 
pleaſe the Almighty Sovereign to let him into the 
ſecret, that then he will allow, what God ſays to be 
true; although till then he ſeems at preſent, not to 
ſuffer his imaginations, reaſonings, and high thoughts, 
to he under any obedience or captivity to Chriſt: for 
he adds again, If this be not to ſuſpend: our actual 
* Feen upon ſome condition to be performed 
% by us, I confeſs I cannot ſee why he ſhould make 
the grant more extenſive than the actual convey- 
*=T ance. ; 


This gentleman is extremely ſhort-ſighted, if he 
cannot ſee that it is his friend Mr. Sandeman, who 
- ſuſpends the actual participation upon ſome condition 
to be performed by.us, when he tells us that no man 
can enjoy the life that lies in God's favour, further 
<« than he loves God, and keeps his commandments, 
&c, and if this gentleman = ſee it,. his friend Mr. 
Sandeman has alſo given a very ſufficient reaſon for 
making the grant more extenſive than the conveyance; 
s it ſerves. as a means of divine appointment, to lead 
c ſome to the faith, and render others inexcuſable.” 
I This gentleman is ſo condeſcending as to look at a 
teſtimony of God, which he; is alſo; pleaſed to ſtile 
%a univerſal proclamation, that whoſoever believeth 
« on the ſon of God, ſhall not periſh, but have 
« everlaſting life.” But if he would have pleaſed to 


have opened his eyes a little wider, he might have 


ſeen that God gave this his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. And that would as properly amount to a 
whuiverſal gift, as the latter part of the text does to a 
aniverſal proclamation. | 5 
But he is afraid that . this way of expreſſing it 
« looks like ſaying, a grant made to all mankind is 
4* limited to a certain number, or ſmall remnant of 
e them.“ But he need be under no fears of this 
Kiad, for a grant made to all mankind, is, and will 
G.. | 6 : | remain, 


edt oe ne Cas die. DIAM 


remain, a toall mankind, to the eternal falvation/ 


of - thoſe who believe it; and the Eternal condemnation 
of thoſe who reject it. As to the limitations of the 
actual enjoy ment of this gift, if all mankind ſtand 


naturally as indifferently diſpoſed to it as Mr. Sandman 
and this gentleman does, it is like to be limited to 
juſt ſo many, as God, of his own will, begets by this 


word of truth. n | | 
Aſter: this gentleman has told us a little more of 


what be can't think, and of what be ſuppoſes, he aſks, 
«« Is the goſpel a grant of eternal life to ſuch as he 


«< did not lay down his life for?“ T'o which it may be 


anſwered, that he laid down his life in order to be- 
come ſuch a grant of eternal life as is pleaded for. 
But at laft this gentleman, who cas think, and can't 


fee, is obliged to acknowledge that!“ it is plain enough, 


that the general declarations of the goſpel of God 


% to whoſoever will, whoſoever believes, &c. afford 


«< ſufficient encouragement for all the ends of the 


% earth to look to him for ſalvation,” p. 21. If ſo, 
the point is gow up, and it requires ſome hocus pocus 


tricks (as Sandeman is pleaſed to expreſs it) to 


ſhew, that at the ſame time "Chriſt is not given to all 


the ends of the earth, ſo to be looked to, or depended' 
on; or that a man is /ooking\to him for ſalvation, while 
ke is waiting and labouring in painful deſire, attended 
with many fears, to be crowned with the enjoyment. 
of thinking to be ſaved, from the difference he diſco- 
vers betwixt himſelf and others. \ 

What follows is equally juſt ; “ as herds divine 
«« faithfulneſs is ſecurity, that whoſoever believeth Hall 
« mot periſh, I ſee nothing to hinder their rejoicing in 
« hope of the glory of God.” Nor I neither; and ſo far 
we are 4 Yet (ſays he) I do not ſee that this 
« rejoicing will exclude v fear of coming ſhort of the 
& ues reſt, of _—_ a caſt-away, or of drawing. 
back unto perdition.” I alſo agree, that it will not 
— 2 the _— cautions, 2 us fear, a 
promiſe being left of entering into his rift, any Hul 
ſeem, ta come fort of it ; which is the caſe with all 

C A thoſe, 


70 
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thoſe, who, inſtead of truſting to that iſe, ridicule 
och a confidence, -as a belicying that to be true, 

which is not true, unleſs it is believed, I agree alls,- 
that it will not exclude the divine declaration, that 7 
amy man draw back, my foul ſhall have no pleaſure in him; 


to which the apoſtle immediately ſubjoins, byt wut are 


net of them that draw. back unto: perdition, but of ibem 
that believe, to the ſaving of the Fen | 
; Theſe: only intimate that fear, which the Lord 
promiſed by Feremiah to put in his peoples hearts, not 
te depart from him; and which made Paul keep bis body, 
all his tempural cencerns, in ſubjeaion to the goſpel; 
left, in the contrary conduct, he ſhould prove a caſt. 
away; While at the ſame time he was perſuaded, hat 
nothing  cculd. ſeparate hin from the love of God, which 
* 9 Jen. Even as he was perſuaded in 
another caſe, that there ſhould be be leſ of no man's 
life, but. of the ſhipz yet at the ſame time told them, 
in the fear of czution, that except the mariners abode 
in the ſhip, hey could not be ſaved; the latter being 
ſubſervient to accompliſh the ſormer. GEESE 
Thus underflood, I agree with the. gentleman u hen 
he apprehends this may be maintained in perfe& 
„ conſiſtence with the record, that Gad bath given to us 
60 8 my fon.” NN were it not for hocug 
pocus tricks, 1 ſhould here imagine God's giving 
eternal life in his ſon, bore a — 2 with hok a 
me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth. © 
Now we have gone on a little way together, we 
muſt pe again in deſcribing the Chriſtian fear. It 
* will (ſays he) yet admit of a jealouſy, left we have 
8 deceived ourſelves, miſtaken the truth, or believed 
'® jnvain.” ibid. IN 
What in looking to Chriſt for ſalvation, truſting o 
-him alone, or in believing that record of God ? Go 
forbid ! It was by ſuch ſuggeſlations as theſe, that 
the ſerpent beguiled our mother Exe; and Chriſtian 
fear Eauticns us to beware of them; leſt we depart 
Trem him who ſpecketh from heaven: But however 
it may be proper: not 0 let this go without noting the 
LS hypocriſy 
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hypocriſy of it. Theſe: men proſeſs to be . afraid 
« they have deceived. themſclves, and miſtaken the 


„truth.“ Is there any room left to believe them, 


while they daringly oppoſe their fancies to the expreſs 
words of God, .and that: with ſuch a manifeſt con- 
tempt? If they have at times any ſuch conviction, it 
may be thought they ſtiſle them again with all their 


mi "I 


s his 2 he adds, © for the apoſtle will warrant 
«« me to ſay, there are yet better things which accompany 

« ſalvation.” What better things then crediting Gods 
word; truſting to his promiſe, or —_— to him for 

ſalvation ? The apoſtle will warrant no ſuch ſaying : 
his words are very evidently perverted. The-apoſtle - 
having declared the dangerous ſituation of thoſe, who 


having received the word <vith joy for à ſeaſon, after- 


wards fall away from it; adds, ver. 9, but, beloved, 
we are. perſuaded better things 0 Pegs and things that 
accompany ſalvation, though e thus eat. Is it not 
plain, that the apoſtle is ſaying eve are perſuaded better 
things. of you, than that you are nigh unto curfing, &c. ? 


We are perſuaded of you, that you are the bleed wwith 
all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chrift ; and (it 
follows) awe defire you lo continue the ſame diligence in the 


work and labour of love to bis name and truth, which has 
cauſed us to entertain the perſuaſion or:hope concerning 
you, that we may have full aſſurance of it to the 


end *. But I am perſuaded che apoſtle would not 


have ſaid this of thoſe men, who are at preſent mani- 
ſeſting their work and labour of love to an oppoſition 
to the divine record, which is the foundation af be- 
lieving on bim that juſtifies the ungodly ; or that war- 
rants all the ends of the earth to hook to him for ſal - 
vation». *' IH AE Fee 

ige T have added this to remind the reader, that it 'is by 
an evident perwerſion of this text Mr. Sandeman eftablifhes 
his diſtinction of aſſurance of faith from aſſurance of hope ; 
awhile it is evident, that as our faith is, ſuch muſt be our 
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Zut Mr. Sandeman's affiſtant dves not perceive, © how 
% a man is emboldened to ſay he loved me, and gave 
«+ himſelf for me, before his calling and election 3s 
made fure, by faith working with his works,” ib. 
Why, if the apoſtle who expreſſes: the words, as the 
language of his faith, can't make him ſee, I don't 
know how any: one elſe ſhould. l 
When Peter wrote to them, who had obtained like 
precious faith with the apoſtles, to give all diligence, 
40 make their calling and election ſure, by adding to 
their faith, virtue, or fortitude; &c. he conceived 
their faith, to which they were to add virtue or for- 
-titude, Sc. was the ſame with Paul's, even that he 
loved them, and gave himſelf for them, to be @ pro- 
.gitiation through faith in his blood; producing the ſame 
confidence which Peter makes a confeflion of, when 
be ſays, in che name of himſelf and all the reſt, 
Mie believe that through the grace of the Lord Jeſus 
++. Chrift, wwe ſhall be ſaved.” 0 | | 
As this faith and confidence ap , they appeared 
to be the called of Feſus Cbriſt, and the choſen, or elected 
10 ſalvation,. through ſanfification of the Spirit, and belief 
of the truth. And he exhorts them to add thoſe thin 
to this their air and confidence, that they might 
make ure, or manifeſt that they were really what the 
proſeſſed to be; and here I agree that . a man's fai 
* muſt be juffified by its fruits.” But we are treating 
not of the juſtification. of profeſſed believers; but of the 
faith and corfidence there is in behowving on him thas 
Jjuflifier the ungodly; the beginning of our confidence, which 
we are bid to hold fedſaſ unte the end, the dope of the 
geſel, which was preached to every creature, and 
which thoſe, who are preſented blameleſs in Chriſt, 
through his death, are not to be moved from. This 
aſſiſtant of Mr. Sandeman's ſeems hitherto to know 
no more of the goſpel, than firſt to labour to attain 
the . diſtinguiſhing qualities of a believer; and when 
he can conceit, from the difference he finds in himſelf 
from others, that he may ſay with confidence, I 
« believe,” then he isto infer frem it, by a reaſonable 
3 deduction, 


FTS 


— 
2 


2 


— 
= 


== 
3 


5 betwixt PaLzuon and Avpano. 21 
deduction, ** therefore I ſhall not come into con- 
% demnation,” p. 22. 6 a 
But ſuch is the contradiction in the Sandemonian Bocus 
 pocur, that this ſame aſſiſtant overthrows all that juſt 
now hindered him from ſecing and apprehending by a 
plain and explicit confeſſion of trun “. 
Bat if (ſays he) we ſpeak about that peace with 
« God which is enjoyed as ſoon as a man knows the 
« truth, and is inſeparable from being juſtified by faith, 
« I know no other reaſon of this beginning of this 
« confidence and rejoycing of hope, but the general 
«© and free declarations of the goſpel to finners, under 
« no other character than ungodly and without ſtrength. 
«« Nor can I think of the moſt advanced believer, who 
« certainly keeps in mind, that nothing commends 
men to God but a perfect righteouſnefs, (if he keeps 
s not this in view, he is not the perſon we ſpeak of]; 
« I cannot think of ſuch a one who keeps in mind that 
% our God is a conſuming fire, who can extract joy 
« from any thing but that righteouſneſs in which God 
« js well pleaſed ? This is that which his faith works 
« by love to, and is thereby proved to be the faith of 
« God's elect. 9 . . 
« But as we were ſpeaking of what that is in the 
© record of God, in which men rejoice as ſoon as 
« know it is true, you may take my thoughts thereon 
* jn a familiar ſimile. If, in a time of famine, a per- 
« ſon who had ſtore ſhould cauſe to be proclaimed, 
« Wheoſcever will, let him come and take corn at "iy gra- 
« nary freely ; in this caſe, a ſtarving perſon who be- 
« lieved the proclamation, would need no parti ; 
« invitation,. deſcribing him by any thing but his 
« wants, to encourage him to ſay, Then I ſhall not 
« ſtarve or want, ſeeing he is fai that promiſed, 
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A paſtor of a church in America lately wwrote me Mr. 
Sandeman's proper character in the following words, . He 
« ix fo very right, and ſo very wrong. that I know not 
T hat to ſay or think of him.” 
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I conceive the joy of this- perſon would ariſe from, 
« and' be proportioned to, the confidence he had in 
« the truth of the proclamation ;- and he would have 
« perſonal 1 be and joy, becauſe it is a general invi- 
t tation of wwhoſeever awill. Yet all this genereſity would 
. *-paſs for nothing to him 4ho did not believe it, or was 
« in hope of. doing well ewithout it, and too proud 10 live 
tc on mere alm. If any one queſtioned his own per- 
« ſonal welcome to the gift, ſecing it was of mere 
a«& 8 it is obvious. he would miſtake, and ſo not 
« believe the proclamation ; as he would who ſhould 
put an impertinent emphaſis on the word <ui//, and 
5 enquire, Am I truly willing? Sc. Thus limiting it 
% to the better diſpoſed fort of people. 5 
The whoſoever will, would be ſufficient to main- 
1 tain the joy of him that believed ir, although it was 
% (aid, this bounteous perſon foreknows who will be- 
, lieve him and accept his kindneſs, and for ſuch only 
% he intends it: for he would ſay, Such a general in- 
& vitation leaves me no occaſion to make out my per - 
te ſonal election, for I am not invited under any de- 
+ ſcriptive name, but that of a wretch that is periſh- 
ing with hunger; therefore I am as freely invited 
“ as tho' there was no other in my caſe, or any of 
% them who have already received it. I own my f- 
de militude halts, in that no man can exerciſe ſove- 
ce reignty in diſpoſing the mind to acceptance, con- 
% ſiſtent with the ſuppoſed declaration ; nor is bodily 
% food actually enjoyed when the report of it is be- 
„ lieved ; which is the caſe of the bread of God, for 
„% men live by every word that procecdeth out of the mouth 
e h - | 
admit, that joy and peace in believing would bg. 
-«« very faint, if it had no more to reſt upon, or riſe. 
4% from, than ſaying and. believing /ome few quill be 
% ſaved, peradventure I may be among them. For I do 
_ «+ not take this to be beheving the whole record of 
God concerning his Son, ſeeing this declaration 
% would leave us to imagine ſome qualif cation in thoſa 
| „ ſew which pertook of it. I take jt, the joy of faith 
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i that view which the perſon has of the grace of God 


«« which brings ſalvation, Yet this doth never baniſk 
« ſuch a fear as is not tormenting, but like the a 


« prehenſion. of danger, which a manſlayer wo 
4 keeping him in the city of e till the death 
« of the high prieſt, knowing he could be ſafe from 
« the avenger of blood no where but there.” p. 21, 
22.2 23. 24 


Nov / I cannot imagine, why this man ſhould finiſh _ 


with ſuch an account of things as overturns the. moſt 
of what he had. been ſaying before; nor why Mr. 
Sandeman ſhould print it in his book, and throughout 


all the reſt of his writings ſhe w his ſpite againſt it. 


Becauſe receiving, embracing, relying, truſting, 
coming, eating, drinking, Ne. ſuppoſes faith in the 
record which warrants ſuch a receiving, &c. Mr. San - 
deman, p. 44, thinks himſelf furniſhed with ſufficient 


argument againſt it; how weak this is I need not ſay. 


But it is objected, ſuch receiving and embracing is only 
the effect af faith. Be it ſo, then it is efſential to fait 

as being its 3 effect; and I think a reverence to 
the ſcripture language might abate their ſtiffneſs here, 
when it is ſaid an apoſtle, Knowing that a man is 
not juſtiſ d by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
ejus Chrift, (Which knowledge comprehends all they 
will allow ta, be called faith; then follows] even wwe 


have believed in Jeſus Chrift, that wwe might be juſtified. by. 
N of Cbriſ, & c. ee * 5 
In p. 


% 

44, Mr. Sandman allows that Chriſt « makes 
“ promiſes to thoſe who continue in the faith, which 
6 fall not be beſtowed on thoſe who draw back.“ 
If he will allow (and he cannot fairly deny it) that 
God makes promiſes to ſuch as truſt in Chriſt for eter- 
nal life, that they ſhall not be diſappointed, he allows. 
the whole, that himſelf, the ſerious old woman that 
wrote againſt him, Mr. Rely, and Mr. Bel/amyy all 
agree in ridiculing ; that is, a being perſuaded of that, 
ve ky not be true to any but ſuch as are ſo per- 
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Two ſcriptures have been cited to prove the ſcrip- 
ture requires ſuch a confidenceiin God, in certain caſes. 
The one, Mark xi. 21, 22, 23, 24. Peter calling to re- 


 mhembrance, ſaith unto bim, Maſter,” bebold the fig-iree 
bib then curſed}, is e And Tis an- 
Fevering, faith unto them, Have ralf 1n God. For 
werny- I ſay unte you, That | whoſoryer ſhall ſay to this 
enountain, Be thou removed, and be thou taft into the ſea, 
and ſhall not doubt in his heart, but ſhall believe that thefe 
things <vbich he faith ſhall come to paſs, he ſhall have wwhat- - 
Joever be ſaith. Therefore I ſay unto you, What things ſo« 
ever yr + gy ye ye pray, believe that ye receive and 
„ | ſhall bave. Notwithſtanding 'this fairh to remeve 
mountains, might be more proper to the times of God's 
bearing witneſs to his word at his firſt delivery of it, 
with and wonders," and divers gifts and miracle of 
the Hel Ghe according to his will; yet this is never 
the leſs evident, that our Saviour is recommending what 
Mr. Sandeman ridicules, and allo that he calls it TAI 
1 God. Mr. Sandeman expreſly contradicts our Lord, 
by denying any thing to be faith, but what reſpects 
ich things as are true, or will come to paſs, whe- 
ther we believe them or no. Again the apoſtle James, 
ſpeaking of aſting wi/dem of God, with the very ſame 
kind of confidence, called alſo by the-ſame name of 
faith, Let him aſs in yAITH, nothing wavering, adds, 
Let not bim (that wavereth) think that be ſhall receive 
ary thing F the Lord, James ji. 6, 7. Now here, as 
po as words can expreſs it, a ot doubting in the heart, 

2255 believing that a certain matter ſhall come to paſs, 
which we truſt in God to accompliſh, and which ſhall 
not come to paſs except we ſo truft in him, is called 
faith in Gad. It was by ſuch faith in God that Sarab is 
ſaid to receive firength ts conceive feed when be was bar- 
reu and paſt age. And it is ſuch faith in G that an- 
ſwers to the goſpel declaration, that Be that believart 
on Jeſus ſhall not be confounded. And it is ſuch faith 
in God as this, as Mr. Sandeman, and all thoſe who take 
him - for their oracle, profanely ridicule, under the 
name of © manufacturing truth without evidence; 


wh 
v 7 


PP 


„ Reader, W | 
« tioned? ls it poſſible that thy heart can reverence 
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which is an evident proof that neither he nor they 
know any — at preſent, about what our Lord and 
his apoſtles call faith in God. And they Rave hitherto 
been only exerciſed in manufacturing the goſpel de- 
clarations, warranting ſuch faith in God, ſo as to be 
ſubſervient to their natural reaſonings againſt it. 

From p. 45. to p. 51. Mr. Sandeman has done his 
beſt in this kind of manufacturing, to which we WII 


pay our beſt attention. | 


« From ſuch texts as theſe, Fobn vi. 32; and John 


* « v. 11. (ſays he) they would perſuade us, that God 
has given eternal life to all the hearers of the g0- 


« ſpel, yet ſo as by that giving, he in reality beſtows 
« nothing upon them, or conveys no real t to 
« them, fince it is allowed, that, notwithſtanding 
« that giving, they may yet periſh eternally: Now, 

t thinkeſt thou of the gig now men- 


« the ſcriptures, and not reſent ſuch abuſe of them ?“. 


. Wo. N 13 1 4 
1 Who can imagine, that à man talleing at this big 


rate, was himſelf abuſing the ſcriptures at the fare 
time. And that this may be manifeſt; let us corfider 


the ſcriptures as they ſtand in God's book We ate 


told, John xi. 30, 31. that the people objecting againſt 
our — ſaid, What fign own om then, 7 1 We 
, and believe thee ? (becauſe in the verſe foxego- 

ing he had propoſed himſelf to be believed on for ever- 
laſting life) What deft thou work #+ Our fathers did tht 
manna in tho deſart ; as it is written, He gave them bread 
heaven to eat. Ver. 32. Then ſaid he unto them, 
Verity, werily I ſay unto you, Moſes gave you not that 
bread from heaven; but my FATHER GIVETH YOU THE 
TRUE BREAD FROM HEAVEN.—33. For the Bread of 
God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth kfe 
unto the auorid.—3 4. Then ſaid they unto bim, Lord, ever- 
more give us this bread. — 35, And Jeſus ſaid unto them, 


Ian the bread of life: He that cometh unto me Gall ne- 


wer hunger, and h E that believeth on me, ſhall never thirſt, 
And afterwards, in verſe 57, he faith, 4; the (pres. 
| | ather 


2 
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Father hath ſent me, and I tive by the Father ; fo he that 
AT ETER me, even he Hall live by me. — 58. This is that 
bread which came down from heaven, not as your fathers 
did eat manna and are dead: He that EATETH this bread 
Hall hve for ever. | : ; 
Now, as plain as words can expreſs it, Chriſt de- 
- elares himſelf given to the world as BREAD given to be 
rar EN. And we all know that bread given to be 
eaten, is nouriſhment or life to him that eateth, but no 
- nouriſhment or life to him that eateth not; neverthe. 
; leſs it could not be ſzid, that the manna being given 
to be eaten, was in reality © beſtowing nothing upon 
* them; for the manna was really given to them, 
whether they eat it or no: nor could it be ſaid; that 
, it conveyed no real benefit unto them,” for they had 
the benefit of a right to the manna By God's gift. And 
yet it muſt be allowed, that if any perſon diſre- 
. the manna he would have periſhed, notwith - 
ing it was really given to him; yer with what 
uncommon aſſurance does Mr. Sandman ſay, ** the 
.<: ſcripture-affords no ground for this notion of giv- 


ee | | 

. The other text is 1 John v, 11. Ard this is the record, 
_ » (which God has given of his Son, and which he that 
believeth not, maketh him a liar) zhat God HA 
- GIVEN 0 ws eternal life, and this life is in bis Son, 
ver. 12, He that hath the Son, hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God, hath not life. Now here, if 
we take Mr. Sandeman's bare word for it, we are not 
to underſtand ſuch a gift as Bread to be eaten, according 
to our Lord's account of it, but we are only to under- 
ſtand it of the great bleſſings conveyed to the elect, 
and which can only be known to be given to ws, as we 
. diſcover ourſelves to be elect, by what diſtinguiſhes us 

from other men. * | 
In page 46, Mr. Sandemas is pleaſed to give us the 
following rule for underſtanding the ſcriptures: © that 
„ Chriſt has his avcr/d, and ſatan ha shis avor/d, yea 
% each his «hole world. So Chriſt has his, all men 
„ and antichriſt has his //; and as antichriſt 1 — 

A vs, © 2D ag «6 a 
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« all nations, ſo; Chriſt has his nations of them that are' 


« ſaved.” Mr. Sandeman's abuſe or perverſion of the” 
ſcriptures in queſtion, cannot be more apparent khan ; 
by reading them according to his own rule. | 

God fo loved the. world, (i: e. Chriſt's world of hiv" 
ele&) that be gave bis nh begotten Son, that wnoso- 
EVER of Chriſt's world) beheveth on bim, ſhould not 

6. 

John vi, 29. Feſus "anſwered and ſaid unto ben, 
This is the work of God, * on him whom be . 
ay yr 30. They ſaid therefore unto him; What" 

* tbou * that wwe may ſes thee, and balivor 
What doeft thou work ?—ver. 31. Our fathers did 
oy manua in the deſert ; as it is written, he gave them 
bread from heaven to eat. —ver. 32. Then Jeſus ſaid unto 
them, 2 2 T jay _ you, Moſes gave you not 
that bread from heawen ; but my Father giveth you (my 
world, or my gen r 2 bread from heaven. 
ver. 33. read of God is be ayhich cometh 
r op ak and Fre % ts the a (i. e. 
to my people) — ver. 3 4. Then ſaid they unto bim, Lord 
evermore give us this bread. — ver. 3 5. And Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, I am the bread of life : be (of my world) + 
that cometh to we, ſhall never ors and be (of = 
world) that believeth'on me, Hall never thirſt ver. 
But 1 ſaid unto you, (my world) that ye th haws, ſeen 
me, and believe not.— ver. 40. And this is the wi) 4 
bim that ſent me, that every one (of my e . 
ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everl, 2 5 
life, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day.— ver. 41. 7 
Jews then murmured at him, becauſe he ſaid, I am be 
bread which came down from heaven, &c.—ver. 43. 
Jeſus, therefore, anſwered, and. ſaid unto them, —_ 
net among Jourſehves, &c. —ver. 49. Your fathers did 
eat manna in the wilderneſs, and are dead.—ver 50. This 
is the bread which came down from heaven, that a man 
(of my world) may eat thereof and not die. — ver. 51. 
1 am the living bread which came down from heaven: If 
any man (of my world) eat of this bread, he Hall live 
for ever ; an! the ET I will gi ce, is 2 ff. 


* 


a3. A Review of the Contrxovansy 
which 1 vill give for the life of. the world. (i. e. of 1 
world) — _—_ Jeſas ſaid unto them, Verily, 3 
unte ven, (my world) except you eat the feb of the 
fon of man, 7 . Blend, ye (my world) eigen 
in you. (My world, my ſheep, my e W 
| 4 = 1 who all know ay "4 the leaſt 
to the greateſt!) ) FFF 
: * ii, 18. 5 ix 3 nun 
ds abiding in t keeping wach over their 
Hock. by. night, 1 ver. 10. And the angel ſaid unto 
them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
eat joy, avhich ſhall be to (Chriſt's). all people.,—ver. 11. 
or unto - you (being ſome of Chriſt's all people) it born 
this day, in the city of David, a ſaviour, which is Chriſt 
the Lord. | | AIG 
Thus we muſt read the ſcriptures, if we regard the 
man who pretends to reſent abuſing and perverting 
them! If any one would yet take his part by ſaying, 
e muſt underſtand him, God /o lowed the world, (i. e. 
-hriſt's world) that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
awhoſoever (of the other world) believe on him, &fc. 1 
would obſerve, that this brings him round to the very 
thing he labours to avoid; for then it is true, that 
Chriſt is ſo given, that every one of this other world, 
10 welcome to believe, or truſt on him for everlaſting 


But Mr. Sandeman ſays, there is a foundation for 

W this diſtindtion of Chriſt's whole world, and Satan's 
« whole world, in the 2d and *th chapters of Jobn's firſt 
. epiſtle,”” becauſe the apoſtle, in the 5th chap. ver. 
10, ſays, We know that wwe are of God, and the whole 
«world lieth in «vickedueſs ; and in chap. ii. 2. he ſays, 
And be (Chriſt) i the profitiation for our fins; and 
mot for ours only, but alſo for the fins of the whole world. 
Now if we take the apoſtle Paul for our aſſiſtant in un- 
derſtanding the apoſtle John, inflead of Mr. Sandemas, 
we. find that hath ſet forth bis Son to be à propitia- 
tion threagh faith in his ; that he is ſuch a ropi- 
tiation, not for our fins only, who are taught of God 
already ſo to believe in him, but alſo he is 4 propitia- 
| | tiation 


_ >. ho. 
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tiation throegh- faith in his blood; for the fins of all the 
aobole world, who are yet lying in wwickedneſ3; as we our 
ſelves alſo were while dead in and fins, and chil- 
dren of wrath even as others. Now, I appeal to the 


Reader, whether this is not as conſiſtent a view of the 
{criptures, as if we had too Mr. Sandemen for our ora - 


cle, and underſtood the words and be is the propitia- 


tion for our fins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the fins 
of *Chriſt's whole world, but not for the whole world 
« that lieth in wickedneſs.” And this be calls hold- 
« ing the ſcripture conſiſtent. with itſe}f, and loving 
** the ſcripture account of God's grace! 

As Mr. Sandman has a high notion that Chriſt's 
culiar connection with his people, is very — 
holden to his diſtingion of Chrif's whole world, and 
Satan's whole world ; we will try whether the _ 
plain ſcripture account will not do as well without hi 
" The prophet Jah, . 2 Pee ofthe. Fouſ 

The prophet Jaiab, as a et t , 
church, 0 I of the birth of Chriſt, ſaying, Unts 
us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. That we may 
not «play faſt and looſe with the pronoun u, let us 
underſtand the prophet by the words of the angel to 
the ſhepherds at the birth of Chriſt. Behold I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to ALL PEOPLE : 
for unTO You is born this day a Saviour. How a Sa- 
viour? Hear his own account, 4 Moſes /ifted up the; 
ſerpent in the evilderne/s, even ſo muſt the Son of man be 
lifted up; that WHOSOEVER Gelieveth on him, ſhould 
not periſh, but have eternal life. For Gad ſo loved 
THE WORLD, that- he gave his only begotten Son, that 
WHOSOEVER believeth on him, ſhould nat periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. For God ſent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world; but that the cuorli 
through bim might be ſaued. Hear the apoſtle, Hin 
hath God ſet forth à propitiation through faith in his 
Blood. And who does this Saviour of the world ſave 
from their fins ? Hi. ; thoſe who hear his woice, 
and believe on m. Thon ./halt call hit name Jeſus, for 
be Hall ſave his people from _ Ans. And is not this 

| x | quits 


46 A Review of the''ConTroversy : 
quite conſiſtent with his being a Saviour given to the 
«world, /o that wHOSOEVER believerh on him ſbould not 
- periſh, "but have everlaſting life? There is not only no 
contradiction here; but there is not the leaſt force put 
upon the words. They are all underſtood, according 
to their moſt plain aud obvious ſigniſication. 
Again, is the good ſhepherd giving bis life for the ſheep, 
that they may never periſh, but have. everlaſting "life, 
any contradiction to his being gives in the goſpet, as 
bread to be eaten for the life of the world, or to God's 
ving to the world eternal life in his Sen; or to his ſuf- 
ering, the juſt for the unjuſi, that be might bring us to 
God; or to his being made ſin for us, that awe-might be 
made the — 1 of God in him; or to his being au- 
livered for cur offences and raiſed again for our juſtification, 
that righteouſneſs might be imputed to us, believing on him 
that raiſed up Jeſus vur Lord from the dead, ſeeing the 
fbeep are thoſe who are begotten of God's own will, by 
this very word of truth ? That this was the language of 
the apoſtles faith, and of thoſe who were begotten _ 
throvgh their word, is only proof that they enjoyed what 
was /ct forth in the goſpel as free for others as for them. 
If we deny this, and pretend to aſſert that what the 
apoſtles were ſo delaring, was only what the ele& were 
allowed to intermeddle with, we are involved in the 
abſurdity of making the diſtinction of believers: and 
unbelieyers among the ele, which properly ſubſiſts 
betwixt the church and the world. For example, ſays 
the apoſtle, It auat not ruritten for his (Abraham's /aie 
alone, that it was imputed to him) but for us | believ-rs, 
ſays Mr. Sandemen ) alſo, to whom it ſhall be imputed, 
rf ave (believers) believe on him that raiſed up Jeſus our 
Lord frem: the dead, who! vas delivered fer our offences, 
ec. Need I ſay how abſurd this is? But no ſuch ab- 
ſurdity appears, if we read the words, but for us ſin- 
ners, without difference from others) 4%, to whom it 
ſhall be imputed, if we (ſinners) believe on him that 
raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead, Who was de- 
hvercd for our offences (to be ſuch a propitiation — 
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faith! and raiſed again for our juſtiſication. Leſt any 
ſhould be ſo inattentive as to reccive Mr. Sandeman's , 
and Mr. Relly's often anſwered ovjeQtion, © Then thoſe 
« that are ſaved are ſaved by their faith and not by 
« the death of Chriſt,” I would obſerve, that the 
faith or confidence of ſuch, is faith or confidence in his 
death to be ſaved by that alone. His death being 
truſted in by them, or being given to them for that 
end, makes no alteration in that reſpeR. It is his. 
death, and not their believing added to it, or ſeparate 
from it, that is the object of their truſt and confidence z 
for they do not truſt in his death, to be ſaved thereby, 
becauſe they are believers ; but becauſe God has given 
it to them, ſinners, with aſſurance that in believing to 
be ſaved by him, they ſhall not be diſappointed. Bat 
thoſe who, with Mr. Sandeman, ſee no foundation for 
truſting to Chriſt, or bis death, unleſs they diſcover 
themſclves the ele, or believers, whatever they may 
profeſs, they do not truſt in his death, but in Sat, 
whatever it is, which gives them that conceit concern - 
ing themſelves; whether it is called by them their 
faith, or ſelf. denied obedience ; and as this is more 
or leſs conceited by them, their hopes muſt riſe or 
fall. This is in fact allowed by Mr. Sandeman, when he 
affirms, that © no man can enjoy the life that lies in 
« God's favour, farther than he loves God and keeps 
« his commandments.” And herein he agrees. wirh 
Mr. We:/ley, who maintains,“ there are as many de- 
« orees in the favour of God as in (what he calls) 

the image of God.“ f 
Mr. Relly, in like manner, will profeſs to believe 
to be ſaved by the death of Chriſt, while be rejects it 
as given to be a propitiation through faith therein, 
He endeavours to ſupport his hope by the ſuppoſition 
of a natural neceſſary connection, . conſanguinity, iden- 
tity or ſameneſs, ſubſilting betwixt Chriſt and all man- 
kind, It is very evident, his hope is not in the death 
of Chriſt, as given to be truſted in, but in this natu- 
ral connection, which he calls anion, but as widely 
ö D 2 different 
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different from the ſcripture union of being baptized By 
one ſpirit into one body, &c. as falſehood is from truth *. 
| | W Mr. 


— * u 


When any of theſe meet with one not aware of 
their devices, they endeavour to perplex him by aſk. 
ing repeatedly, /s the work finiſhed Þ Has Chrift put 
away fin, or bas he not ? Becauſe if they can get this 
allowed, as they propoſe it, they would infer from it, 
in contradiction to the apoſtle, that then he is not a 
propitiation thraigh faith in hit blood. But a hearer of 
the apoſtles will remember their words as they ſtand, 
and while he allows, as the apoftle expreſſes it, that 
Chriſt hath ovce ed in the end of the world ro 
FUT AWAY sin /A the - ſacrifice of himſelf, and has 
finiſhed what was needſul to that end; at the ſame time 
he will affirm, by the ſame apoſtolic authority, that 


* punts fin away by that one ſacrifice, not by any neceſ- 


Tary conſequence of his death, but as anſwering the 
character of @ propitiation through faith in his 2 
according to the divine purpoſe and declaration. 

I would recommend to theſe peoples attention, what 
Mr. S— has very judiciouſly obſerved from ſcripture 
againſt their miſleading notions. | 
Hon to God are all his auorls, from the beginning 

F the world. But when we think of the manifeſtation 
of God to his creatures, his acting towards them, 
dealing or correſponding with them in any reſpe& 
(which is the only way we can either think diſtinctly, 
or talk intelligibly about him) we muſt attend to the 


_ . gradual, ſucceſſive progreſs of his working, and ac- 


cordingly rank his works in their proper order of time; 
as it is thus only we can ſee the works of God illuſt- 
rating each other. By not attending to this, ſome have 
imagined, in expreſs contradiction to ſcripture, that 
the new covenant was made before the old, or even 
before the world; that men are juſlified, not only be- 
fore they are ſinners, but before they have a being ? 
- | 2n 
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Mr. Sandeman, in p. 48, to make ſome appearance 
on his fide, is reduced to the neceſſity of reviving, 
| what 


1 * - » 


— 
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nnd by miſconſtruing John's words, that the Lamb was 


ſlain before the foundation of the world. And with 
equal propriety they might ſay, that the hills were 
united to the valleys before they were created; that 
the eclipſes of the ſun and moon, calculated in our 
almanacs for the preſent year, happened before either 
ſun or moon was framed; in a word, that the world 
ended before it began; and all for the ſame reaſon, 
becauſe all theſe were fixed points with the Deity be- 
fore the world was, or time 8 fy 

« Let us now attend a little to the clear and plain 
ſimplicity of the ſcripture way of ſpeaking about God's 
Si Paul, ſpeaking of the preſent and future con- 
ſtitution of thoſe who are redeemed from among men, 
ſays, It is ſown a' natural body, it is raiſed a Farituat 
body. Then, after pointing out the difference between 
the firſt and ſecond Adam, he adds, Howbeit, that was 
not firft which is ſpiritual, but that which is natural, and 
afterwards that which is ſpiritual, Hence we ſee, that 
the ſpiritual, or ſupernatural ſlate of things, is all along 
poſterior to the natural, in the order of the divine 
working. | *. 

« God is unchangeably all that at any time, in the 
progreſs of his working, he appears to be; yet God 
did not clearly appear by his works to be juſt in jnſbi- 
Hing the ungodly, till the reign of Tiberius, when Chriſt 
died and roſe again; nor then, to any but ſuch as 
were enabled by divine teaching, to underſtand the 
meaning of what was then tranſacted. And to ſuch 
as are enabled to underſtand it only to day, it is in 
effect much the ſame as if the great event had been ac- 
compliſhed only yeſterday; ſince the great benefit of 
God's ſaving work is conveyed to men only by the di- 
vine revelation concerning it. | „ 
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what he has been ridiculing under the terms of © ſee. 
« ing. ſome favourable ſymptoms about the hearers,” 


» 
* 
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; © The faithful of old were cemforted in believing 
this, God wwill' provide himſelf a Lamb for a burzt-offer- 
ing. They longed thus, O that the ſalvation of ljrael 
were come out of Lion]! And they ſaid, 4s for our ini- 
. quities, thou wilt purge thim atvay, 
The ancient ſacrifices had. in the minds of the 
faithful, an aſpect toward the accompliſhment of the 
promiſe ; and though they could not ſee God juſt in 
juſtifying ſinners, their repetition ever proclaiming aloud 
their inſufficieney, yet they ſhewed God juſt in paſſing 
over, or delaying the puniſhment of ſin, till = ap- 
pearance of the true ſacrifice, by which alone it was 
to be expiated, and in reſpect to which God. ſaid, he 
would remember iniquity no more, as he had ſtill con- 
tinued to do in the cafe of all the foregaing ſacrifices. 
« Since it is evident from the new teſlament, that 
ſinners are juſtified by faith without works, nothing 
ean be plainer, than that the preciſe time of any man's 
juflification before God is when the quan of the 


- atonement firſt appears to his hearty conviction, 10 


becomes his faith (and as freely given to him, bis truft 
and confidence.) In Paul's time many of the heathen 
were thus juſtified, * Paul taking notice of the ancient 
{cripture-teſtimony of this, expreſſes himſelf in this 
manner, The ſcripture foreſeeing that God would juſtify the 
heathen through faith, &c. : | 

%% Paul declares, that Chriſt's people are ſanctiſicd 
through the tffering of the body of Feſus Chrift once; and, 
| by one offering he hath for ever perfetied them that are 
fandified. Yet they all continue to come into the world 
according to the courſe of nature, defiled with Adam's 
tranſprefion, and liable to death; under the dominion 
of fin, and the power of Satan, and expoſed to the 
curſe, till God ſends his Word and heals them. | 


; « At 
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as a foundation of their giving them hope. His words 
are, Peter ( Addi ii. $7,--39-) ſeeing God's power 
« leading many to repentance by. the truth he had 
teſtiſed, encourages them to proceed, as he ſaw 


« God leading them, thus, Report and be 28d . 
e 


« fon of fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift 'of the Holy Ghoſt, 
© For the promiſe is unto you, and tc your children, and to all 
« that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our Ged ſhall 
% call, — And none can appear to us to be called of 
« God, but ſuch as appear to believe the Goſpel Pe- 
« ter preached, and to comply with. his exhortation 
« to repentance. Now, it is very evident that Peter 
took no notice of God's er leading them to re- 
pentance, gave them no hope from any ſuch favour- 
able ſymptoms ; but, on the contrary, exhorts them 
to repent 3 and it is as evident, that as their crime was 
rejecting him whom God had ſent them as a Saviour, 
ſo the Ppentancy anſwerable was, now to confide in him, 
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At whatever time Chriſt opens the heart of any 
men to admit his goſpel, then he raiſes them from 
their death in treſpaſſes and ſins ; then, and not till 
then, they are raiſed up together, and made to fit together 
in heavenly places in Chriſt Jeſus ; and all this o 11 
faith.— When Chriſt ſent Pau to the Gentiles, he ſai 
Unto whom now 1 ſend thee, to open their 2. and to 
tun them from darkneſs to light, and from t 


Satan unto God ; that they receive forgiveneſs of fins, 
and inheritance among them - 4 are Janifed by, Fat they 
11 It ME, 

„By faith then men are juſliſed, ſanfified, obtain 
forgiveneſi and freedom from the curſe, &c, In like 
manner muſt we ſay, that men are united to Chriſt, 
as you ſee clearly evinced Gal. iii. 26, 27, 28. And 
as to thoſe who walk otherwiſe, whatever their pre- 
tenſions may be, we muſt ſtill apply what Paul ſays, 
If any man have not the ſirit of Chriſt, he is none of 
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as fach, and be baptized' in his name fer the remiſſion of 
"their fins. — That the promiſe was made unto as many as 
the Lord our Ge ſhould call, was no limitation of it; but 
given by Peter as a warrant for their confidence; even 
as when it is ſaid,, WHoSoEevER believeth on bim hall 
nor periſh, "but have everlaſling life, it is no limitation 
of a right to believe on him, but rather an univerſal 
grant of him to be believed in for everlaſting life. 
It is true, none can appear to us the calied of God, 
« but ſuch as appear to believe; but the words of 
Peter are not as Mr. Sandeman would have us under- 
ſtand them, as many as appear to be the called of 
% God; Peter was not going about to perſuade them 
that they were now the called of God in the ſenſe of 
Rom. i. 6. viii, 28. but the words are, as many as the 
« Lord our God ſhall call,“ in the ſenſe of the words 
Unto you, O men! I call, &c. of whom it is ſaid, I have 
called and ye have refuſed, Prov. i. 14. and by our Lord, 
many are called, but few are choſen. © . 
Ihe apoſtolic goſpel, which turns out to be a ſavour 
of life unto life to ſome, and of death unto death unto 
others, is ſaid to be à call. It is that, whereby he is 
faid to call them, who are THE CALLED according to 
bis purpoſe ; from whence ariſes the diſtindion of our 
Lord, many are called but few are choſen. Agreeable to 
this, ſays the apoftle, writing to the The/alonians, 
chap, ii. 13, 14. But awe are bound to give thanks to God 
for yon brethyen, beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath 
from the beginning choſen you to ſabvation, through ſanttifi- 
tation of the ſpirit, and belief of the truth; whereunto he 
CALLED YOU by our goſpel, to the obtaining of the glory 
F our Lord _Feſus Chriſt . | D'S — M a 
r. 


th. i. —_—_— _— 


M.. Sandeman des not allow the called according 
to God's purpoſe, to believe a goſpel that calls or invites 
them to receive, appropriate, or partake of Chriſt, or what 
he has done, but reſerves that for an after-diſcovery of 
themſelves being the called, &c. Now, with what pro- 
priety can he give them ſuch a name, ſeeing they have had 
no call? Called without a call is a firft rate ab/urdity, 


betwixt PaLuuon and AsPAStO. 4 37 


Mr. Sandeman thinks he has ſaid ſomething when he 
has ſaid, The unc le God, who gives and 
„calls, will not repent.” But really he has ſaid no- 
thing to the purpoſe to ſupport his notion, that all to 
« whom God gives eternal life, are in reality, by his 
giving, put in poſſeſſion of it ; ” ſor it has been evi- 
dently proved againſt him, that Chriſt is given as bread 
to be eaten; = this Gin, and the call of God to par- 
take of it, is without repentance, to the eternal ſalvation _ , 
of all who hear his call and receive the Gift, and the 
eternal condemnation of all who reject it. ; 

In p. 50, Mr. Sandemar' is' obliged. to acknowledge 
the general calls or invitations with promiſes an- 
* nexed, ſuch as, Come unto me—and I will gius you 
« ret.” But he thinks to put them by with adding, It 
„ may ſuffice to ſay, that all who are led to under- 
« ftand who it is that calls and invites; and” how 
well it becomes|him to ſay, 7 bat ſpeak in righteou/- 
„ ne/1, mighty io /avs, are ſo taught of the Father; they 
are his called and chofen, to whom the / promiſe be- 
« longs.” Really Mr. Sardemas is not taught of the 
Father thus to trifle with his word. Is the queſtion 
here about who it is calls or invites? If * the calls 
“ and invitations are general, with promiſſes annexed, 
© ſuch as, come unto m, an I will give you ref, 
{which has been the queſtion in debate with Mr. 
Sandeman, and which here he ſeems to give up) do 
they not warrant every ane to come — Kc. with- 
out any exception whatever? Are not ſuch as do come 
animated by the promiſe ? Which they could not be, 
if they did not conceive of them as general as they 
are expreſſed. Is it not the invitation and promiſe an- 
nexed which is their warrant for coming, and for their 
eee in —— - But _ . wants us ab- 

rdly and prepoſterouſly to ſuppoſe, that they who are 
here hereby taught of God that they, by general calls 
and invitations, are called and invited to come to him, 
are not to come as ſo called and invited, but as diſcover- 
ing themſelves to be the elect, or choſen, to whom, 
lays he, the promiſe belongs; whereas it is _ 
uc 
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ſuch promiſe muſt, in the nature of it, belong to 225 
. that come to him; and is given in general, as the en- 
couragement and warrant for their coming with con- 
ſidence That all men naturally deſpiſe” the things that 
are freely given to them, and count them foolithneſs ; 
ſo that if God will have'a church he muſt himſelf teach 
them, or beget them by this word of truth, is very far 
from being an argument that it is not true; or that 
all men are not, by God's invitation and promiſe, 
warranted to come and partake, whether they regard, 
or reject the invitation. ISIS E441 . 
But, ſays Mr. Sandeman, None but thoſe who un- 
& derſtand who it is that calleth, will never under- 
« ſtand what it means t come, or to whom, or yet have 
a proper reliſh ſor the e promiſed to thoſe who 
«© come. S0 before it be diſputed whether there be 
<«. any bleſſings promiſed to unbelievers, to encourage 
« them to come to Chriſt, it may be proper, firſt to 
<«< inquire, whether an unbeliever can have a reliſh for 
<<. the ibleflings Chriſt promiſes; for unleſs this point 
be firſt cleared, it is not manifeſt how they can bear 
the aſpect of encouragements to them.“ This is fine 
reaſoning indeed! Becauſe an unbeliever, that is, one 
who does not believe there is ſach promiſes, cannot 
have any reliſh for them, therefore they do not exiſt. 
To this unbelieving argument I anſwer, That as it is 
the word , faith which contains the promiſes, ſo it is 
not to be ſuppqſed that any perſon who hears them, 
and is encouraged by them to come to Chriſt, is any 
an unbeliever: nevertheleſs, what ſuch hear 
and believe, is not promiſes made to them as to be- 
lievers, but general promiſes to ſinners, to wHosoever 
ecmes to Cbriſt, &c. And perſons ſo taught of God, 
underſtand coming 10 Chrift to be placing that Hope 
and dependance on Chritt for everlaſting life, as they 
have hitherto attempted: to place on falſe foundations-;. 
and ſuch alſo underſtand the Ref promiſed to be a de- 
liverance from the wrath to come, and eternal bleſſedneſs 
with him in whom they now conf 1757 
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An UnanswerzD PROOF from Scripture 
the Matter in Debate, "as it is contained i 
the laſt LETTER of @ Correſpondence with 

Mr. SAM Al. %% is bo 
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i einn 
Dear SIR, eee 
P ON the whole that I have ſeen; I conceive 
the debate between us may be reduced to a ſhort 
iſſue. We' both agree in the teſtimony that God i: 
well-pleaſed" in his — that this is the /o/e re- 
qnifite to juſtiſication; and that the moſt guilty are ae- 
cepted herein without more. I can alſo heartily agree, 
that whoever believes the report, the intire report, 
really and without contradiction, are the bleſſed per- 
ſons to whom God imputes righteouſneſs without works; 
ſo they ſtand juſtified in that which they believe, wiz. 
God's intire ſatigfuction in his beloved Son; that this truth 
is a central point, and ſpring of true chriſtianity ; 
and to ſeek acceptance with God by any thing we can 
do, whether commanded, or not commanded; whe- 
ther aſſiſted, or influenced, or not aſſiſted; as fuch at- 
tempts are an oppoſition to the fundamental truth, or 
really to Chriſt himſelf, by whoſe righteouſneſs! alone 
we are commanded to live; as they oppoſe the end 
for which Chriſt came from the Father, and are the 
vain preſumptions of human pride, they are the higheſt 
abomination before that God with whom we have to 
do. But our difference lies where you have agreed 
to fix it. You apprehend you have no warrant from 
the word, as a mere ſinner without more, to look u 
this ſufficient righteouſneſs as given, or preſented to 
vou. I apprehend, that as ſuch a ſinner, I have a ſuſ- 
ficient foundation in God's word for that alſo. And 
by this a man's belief of Chriſt's ſufficiency is not de- 
nied, but manifeſted. For, he that really believes the 
ſufficiency of Jeſus Chriſt, or that God is wwell-pleaſed in 


his 
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his beloved Son; when he knows that he is alſo wel- 
come to take his own particular ſhare in this grace, or 
in other words, to live by the ſufficient righteouſneſs ; 
he manifeſts his intire ſatisfeQiion. in this, by neither 
wishing, waiting, or pray ing for ſomething more; but 
ven his ſoul's eternal concern (not upon his act 
of believing, but) upon the fuffieient righteouſneſs gi- 
ven to him as guilty and loſt. Thus, without works, 
he becomes a partaker of Chriſt to the ous of his 
conſcience ; even as God alſo imputes righteouſneſs to 
bim without Works. And as on the one hand, this 
truth, or faith, chat Chriſt is given to us A SINNER, 
is no contradiction to his being quite ſufficient for me; 
ſo on the other hand, it facilitates what ſome may 
call the aſſurance of hope (or aſſurance by fruits, or 
works) by animating us with ſuch a view of the di- 
vine bounty to the guilty and loſt, as produces, not 
uncertain conjectures, but ſolid peace in the conſcience, 
purifying our hearts, in obeying the truth through the 
Spirit, unto the unftigned love of the brethren. | You are 
jealous, that our plea for a riation contradicts the 
one thing needſul, and we are jealous, that by deny- 
ing the warrant for it, you are neceſſarily led to de- 
pend on your own, inſtead of the ſufficient righteouſ- 
neſs you goue for. Vou argue, that we are juſti- 
fied by work finiſhed. We agree, and affirm 
conſiſtent herewith, that the appropriation - we plead 
fror, only relates to the conſcious poſſeſſion and en- 
joyment of that which juſtifies, which particular you 
ſeem wholly to aſſign to labouring in painful deſire and 
fear till crowned with enjoyment ; and we reckon that 
the apoſtle James's juſtification by works, is only a ſe- 
condary confirmation of that we aſſure ourſelves of 
upon the divine faithfulneſs pledged in his yarns de- 
claration to the chief of ſinners. But without taking 
up more of your time, I proceed to an attentive conſi- 
deration of your letter. Ky SONORA 
Vou object to the diſſinẽtion between believing ifand 
believing on him, If you meant that none really believe 
bim but thoſe who believe on him, I readily agree with 
| you; 


[ 
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; but if you intend that there is no diſtinction to 
made, and that beheving in, or believing on, &c. 
never means more than giving credit to a report, I 
muſt abide by the diſtinction. The difference betwixt 
believing a petſon, and believing on a perſon, is very 
obvious. In the latter I place truſt and confidence in ts 
pe ſon, with regard to ſome particulars wherein he is 
become the object of that rut. In the former, I be- 
lieve only that what he ſays is true. What he de- 
clares, having no relation to any other dependance, 
than that he is a reporter to be credited. When Paul 
ſays, I know whom I have believed, (and adds) and [ 
am perſuaded he will keep that which I have committed to 
tim; he then plainly intimates the diſtinction now 
pleaded for. He pays regard to him not only as a 
true reporter of matters of fact, but as truſting in him in 
reſpect of a 3 concern for which he conſided in 
him, not to be diſappointed. As you have judged this 
diſtinction highly unſcriptural, bear with me in con- 
ſidering it farther. . 6 8 jt 
When the children of Ammon, and Moab, and Mount 
Sier, came up againſt Judab, Jebeſapbhat proclaimed a 
faſt, The prophet Jebaxiel, by the word of the Lord, 
told him and the children of Judab, they need not fear 
nor be diſmayed, for the Lord would be with them, and- 
bid them go out againſt the enemy next morning. Ac- 
cordingly the next morning as they went forth - 
ſaphat ttood, and ſaid, Hear m O Judab, and ye ina. 
brtants of Feruſalem, BELIEVE Ix the Lord your Gad, fo 
Hall ye be eftabliſhed, &c. 2 Chron, xx, 20. Are we 
not here to underſtand truſt, confidence, and depen- 
dance on the Lord, to do as he promiſed by his pro- 
phet? Again, Gen. xv. 6. He (Abraham) neLisva® 
in the Lord, and he counted it to him for righteouſneſs. 
He believed in JeHovan as his ſhield, and exceeding | ' 
great reward. According to that which was ſpoken} 
verſe 1. Is it not plainly intended that he in 
him, to be unto him that which he had declared him - 
ſelf to be. It is true Paul, Rom. iv. 3. expreſſes it, 
(orgham BSLIBVED GoD; by which I that Paal, 
U >. Ainet: 3 8 88 when - 
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when he uſes ſuch an expreſſion, nevertheleſs intends 
traft and confidence necording as it is literally expreſſed, 

Gen. xv. 6. David, in Pal. xxvii. 13. ſays, I hal 
| fainted: unleſs ] had 'believed (unleſs I had trafted and 
depended upon his promiſe) to ſee the goodneſs of the 
+ Lord, S. Again, P/al. Ixxviii. 22.—becau/e be. 
Leva not in God, and trufied not in his ſalvation. 2 Tim. 
+. 12. [know ab have believed (or truſted) and I 
am perſuaded' be is able to keep that which I nave con- 
MITTED TO uin, Sc. To theſe I may add, Dan. 

vi. 23, John i. 12:—wit. 16, 18.—v. 24.—vii. 22, 38, 
44 s XIV. 23.—XVi. 31.— Rix. 4. Rem. x. 14. 
Gal. ii. 16. Fit. iii, 8. 1 Per. ii. 6. Is there not a ruſt 
and confidence-included in all theſe inftances, which can- 
not be faid of ſuch paſſages as 1 Sam. xxvii. 12. Achiſ 
D DAZ, i. e. he believed what he told, verſe 10, 
was true. 1 Kings x. 7. Howbeit I believed not the 
averdr until I came, and mine eyes had ſeen it. Jer. xl. 14. 
Gadaliah the ſon of Ahikam believed them not, i. e. be- 


| ©. Lieved not the report that 1/nae/ was ſent to flay him. 


And Pan, writing to the Corinthians, ſays, I hear that 
there bs diviſions among you, and I partly believe it, 1 Cor. 
Xi. 18. Theſe latter inſtances are to be diſtinguiſhed 
from the former, as belieuing a perſon is to be diſtin- 
iſhed from belewving on him. And now wherein does 
Abe ding don appear ſo highly unſeriptural ? 

- Yoy tell me further, the goſpel-report affords you 
« -no-warrant to advance ſome claim upon God.“ If 
you: mean by this, that | entertain any notion that 
God is debtor unto; er obliged to ſave any of us; 1 
ſay, far from it. I efteem God a ſovereign in his 
_ Grace; to ſave (hy the perfect obedience of Jeſu) 
who, and how, and when he pleaſeth, as he has ſo- 
vergignly intended. And thergfore'I can entertain no 
hppe, ob aſſurance, of any part and intereſt in what 
Chriſt has done, otherwile than his word allows and 
direct. And in this Werd I diſcover, not only a ſuf- 
ficient righteouſneſs-for the moſt guilty, and a view of 
God as juſt. in pſt * Ir mgodly ; but ſuch decla- 
rations, invitations  promifes; ns fully authoriſes 


bij warrants me a fi nner, taking ſhare or Part in this 
| revealed 
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revealed mercy of God to the moſt. guilty ; or, in 
other words, to claim or call him the "Lord my righ- 
teouſneſs ; not to obtain a title, but as warranted by 
divine declaration, as a conſequence of my Teal be- 
lief of it, and as the divine method for ſinners enjoy- 
ing the ſovereign mercy in Chriſt in a way fuitable to 
the grant of it, that is, by grace without works, When 
you oppoſe being left intirely at mercy,” to this, it 
is plain you intend what might be more properly ex- 
preſſed, <* being left ara. y at uncertainty ;” ſeeing. 
the revelation of mercy, as you underſtand it, leaves 
you totally deſtitute in this particular. And what you 
call * a 2 hope, is a concluſion that is no 
more in ſubſtance than what may be inferred by any 
one who never heard a word of the goſpel report. 
« He may, if he pleaſes, have mercy upon me. Un- 
derſtand me, Sir, I am not inſenſible but that the voice 
from heaven, the reſure&ion from the dead, the divine 
character of appearing therein, and the harmony. of 
the ſcriptures, are evidence divine of what is teſtified, 
and a more than a ſufficient counter-ballance to every 
other appearance or feeling; but I ſee alſo a reaſon 
from what is teſtified to judge, that;ſuch an aſſemblage 
of evidence, of God being zu/ and the juftifier of the un- 
gad, is deſigned for a more confident concluſion, than 
he may, it he pleaſes, have mercy upon mg.” 
You do not juſtice to the above-mentioned claimant, 
by aſſociating him with the Phariſee ; becauſe you 
ſhould acknowledge his claim is on account of what. 
he judges he diſcovers in the goſpel revelation, or re- 
velation of mercy to the C $ »dly, and not upon a 
God I thank thee I am nat as ore t men, When the Pub- 
| Hean is without revelation” of God's mercy, he. may 
cry only, God be merciful to me a ſinner, but when he 
diſcovers the true ground of hope, and hears the joyful 
ſound, come, for all things are ready, he goes down then 
to his houſe, not only juſtified RaTHER than the Pha- 
riſee, but receives and enjoys juſtification xBaLLY +5y 
God's grace through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chrift, 
4whom Ged hath ſet forth as a „3 z not © like — — 
| 2 66 
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« offer of life in the law,“ but granted freely to be 


immediately received without the intervention of any 
condition whatever. So that here is no “ ſtriking a 
* bargain to aſcertain the title,” but poſſeſſing and en- 
joying on a gracious invitation, and divine mercy here- 
by manifeſted unto, and enjoyed by; the 'moſt guilty. 
So that you ſtill widely miſtake us, whatever is the rea- 
ſon of it. eee WE 5 
* Righteouſneſs {you ſay) is convey d unto men by 
the divine teſtimony concerning the work finiſhed by 
«© Tefus Chriſt on the croſs.” To this, in my view, 
J heartily agree, but in your view I can't ſee it. The 
tiddings of righteouſneſs prepared for God's eleR, 
may beſo . but unfefs the hearer's property in 
that righteouſneſs is declared, how is righteouſneſs it- 
ſelf-convey'd unto them thereby? 1 think it is incum- 
bent upon you to be more explicit on this head, for 
here is an apparent chaſm. If God imputes righteouſ- 
neſs to them at that time, ſtill it does not appear that 
righteouſneſs is convey'd to them by the teſtimony, ſee- 
ing the teſtimony imports no ſuch thing. You pro- 
ceed, Every one who finds that teſtimony (obſerve, 
the teſtimony that Chriſt is ſufficient for his elect) to 
be true, is juſtified by the righteouſneſs he believes to 
be already wrought” (not for himſelf, of this he dare 
think nothing, but for the ele.) By what authority 
does this aſſertion appear to be true? or how can 1 
appear that righteouſneſs can thus be conveyed to them 
who are not allowed to believe in it for themſelves ? 
Again, you ſay, « God juſties men by faith when 
«© he perſuades them the? a righteouſneſs, ſufficient to 
« juſtify them, is already wrought.” If the believer 
of this truth is juſtified, yet 1t 1s evident he is not ju- 
ſtified by his faith, or what he believes, for if he is 
juſtißed it is by the ſufficient righteouſneſs c1vEn. To 
H1M, but (according to you) he dare not believe this 
to be true, until he ſee himſelf to be a more qualified 
man, filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs. / 
| _«* That Chriſt hath done enough to 0 the chief 
Sof ſinners, is abundantly declared in the goſpel, 
* „% waen 


dne Paunuon and Arbatios OF 
« when this (you ſay) comes to ſtand “ us in the 
Wo — of any man, &c.” dang — is, (in | 
the el report,) given to me 4 not 
d wrath reaches Ss _ _—_— conſcience a 5 — 
conſcience is pained with particular application | 
and ——— cation of metcy. 
The queſtion. is not, wherewith ſhall the cles appear 
before God, but wherewith ſhall / appear before Him 


The pinching point is not, how can God be juſt-in ._ 


juſtifying his ele&? But have I any ſhare in this grace ? 
and I appeal to the conſcience of all, if any anſwer can 
reheve in the leaſt manner, but as it bears a nearer, or 
more remote reſpect to this, and that which does not 
ive the full anſwer, is not the truth which makes free. 
his is the only objection I have to what you ſay on 
that head, for as to the embarraſſment of conceiving 
faith as a ſeparate principle, I am not troubled with it. 
You farther ſay, © we receive; apprehend, enjoy, or 
«© have poſſeſſion of Chriſt ſo far as juſtifying faith is 
« concerned, by being ſurprized with the comfortable 
© knowledge of the free gift of righteouſneſs.” It 
does not appear to me by ſcripture or otherwiſe, that 
your faith 1s concerned in receiving, apprevendings 
ſſeſſing, or enjoying Chriſt either paſſively, or adtive- 
, While you remain in uncertainty, whether you have 
any part or lot therein. Neither in this caſe do I ſee 
you are ſurprized with the comfortable knowledge of 
the free gift of righteouſneſs rather you ſhould ſay, 
you are only ſurprized with a poſſibility of ſatvation, (if 
the Lord pleaſes) for you ſeem to mean no more. 
As you appear ſo confident of your own matter, you 
need not in a good cauſe miſrepreſent your * 


Is there not an apparent difference between the 
vine ſalvation granted only to all thoſe well-diſpoſed 
e perſons Who ſhould be found willing to accept, Mc.“ 
and being granted | free to the ill-diſpoſed, to the world; 
to finners as ſucb, the loft, &e; without: difference. It can 
never tend to ſhorten the diſpute, to re Kats 
the caſe, ſo foreign to ones real ſentiments, - . + 
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I ndw come toe che taſk you have aſſigned me, to 
prove a warrant for the appropriation we plead for: 
and I am encouraged the more to attempt this, when 
you acknowledge, it will end the diſpute without 
more.“ : | Butt ei | 
That which appears evidence to me in this caſe ſtands 
as fallows. It is expreſsly declared, John iii. 16. That 
God fo loved the world (i. e. both Fews and Gentiles) 
that be Gave his only begotten Son (in ſuch manner as) 
that WHOSOEVER believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. If you ſo regard the poor, as to 
ve; a quantity of proviſions, that whoſoever feedeth 
ereon, may not periſh for want, but have wherewith 
b to ſuſtain nature; am I not to underſtand that any poor 
perſon whatever, is ſufficiently warranted hereby, to 
ieed on this proviſion, you have ſo granted to the poor 
indefinitely ? And in like fimplicity of believing accord- 
ing to that which is ſpoken, am I not perſuaded that 
Chriſt is ſo given as that any, or whoſcever are ſo wel- 
come to receive him as a gift, or believe on him as a 
Saviour given to them, that it is expreisly declared with- 
out exception, that ſuch, even all ſuch, ſhall live by 
him; ſnall not periſh, but have everlaſting life. And 
1 ſee no neceſſity we are under to depart in the leaſt 
From this plain ſimple underſtanding the word as it is 
written. I apprehend your view of this text is in 
ſubſtance, B04 ſo loved his elect of all nations, that 
de gave his only begotten Son that they might not 
% periſh, but have everlaſting lite.” But I muſt have 
better. authority for: ſo explaining away into a mere 
nothing thoſe important words of the text, that 
aubeſoe ver believeth in him, Cc. a 
Ian the more confirmed in this plain view of the 
tent, by what our Lord farther ſays: unto them that 
cavilled witch him, John vi. 32. My Father civeTH 
ron the true bread from heaven am that bread. of lift, 
ver. 35. That he ſpeaks theſe words to thoſe who be- 
lieved not, appears from the next verſe 36. But 1 ſaid 
unte you, that ye alſs have ſeen me, and believe not, If 
xy mas tat this bread be fall live for ever ==Bxcept ye 


eat the fleſh of the ſon of man,” and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you. Now, without torturing the words, 


I plainly diſcern that Chriſt declares himſelf to be given 


to them who believe not on him ; even as the manna 
being rained round the camp of Iſrael, was called a 
giving of it: and as eating this bread appears to be more 
than a paſſive conviction, that Chriſt is ſufficient for 
his ele, what can it be /e/s than the reception and 


appropriation of the given Saviour - Nor is a man 


the ©* leſs apprehended of Chriſt, or leſs « ſurprized 

« with the Fw gift of righteouſneſs" becauſe he diſ- 

covers the gift pointing to himſelf under the general 

name, Sinner. To this I may add, 1 Fehr vi 11, 12. 

This is the record that God hath. given to us eftrnal lift, 

and this life is in his Sen. He that hath he record in 
himſelf thus conveying the Son to him, and thereby 

poſſeſſeth and enjoyeth the Son, hath liſe; he that hath 
not the Son of Gd hath not life. As alſo Jaiab ix. 6. 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is gin, compared 
with Luke ii. 12. Behold, I bring you glad tidings, whith 
ſhall be to ALL PEOPLE, for UNTO YOU if bor this day 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Chrifl the 
Lord. And again, John iv. 10. If thou knewefl the gift” 
of God, and Rom. v, 15, 17. They which Me 

dance of Grace and of the gift of Righteouſneſ;, & c. ſtands 
oppoſed to many being dead oy the offence of ond." If it 
had been expreſſed, Even ſo by the. righteouſneſs of 
one ſhall they reign in life, we might poſſibly have 
judged that no ſuch gift was intended, but the Holy 
Ghoſt has placed the antitheſis in ſuch terms as har-- 
monizing with the above-mentioned, plainly intimates - 
a gift to be enjoyed by reception. And when the apo- 
ſtle ſays, Rom. v. 11. By whom ve. have now recerved_ 
the atonement, he certainly intends mote than'** We be 
lieve (in uncertainty with reſpect to any gift to 'our-- 
ſelves) that Chriſt's atonement is ſufficient for his ele, 
and for us, provided we are of thoſe who. arrive to an 
aſſurance of hope that we are of theele&x#? Nor can 

ſuch a diſcovery be ſtiled a comf 


Tot the free gilt of righteouſneſs 3” 


probably 
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probably have the effect mentioned, that is, . prevent 
_ < every motion to receive or accept of it.” | 
I would ſtill farther affertgin this plain and obvious 
ſenſe of Chriſt being ctven, by its harmony with Jahr 
Wi.'14, 15. As Mees Hifted.up the ſerpent in the wilder- 
meſs, even /o muſt the Son of man be lifted up, that whoſo- 
ever belicveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing life. Was not the ſerpent lifted up in the wilder- 
neſs as a common good to the whole camp of {fae/? 
Was not every man warranted hereby to look upon this 
brazen ſerpent as the ordinance of God for his own * 
particular cure according to the promiſe of God ? Can 
you ſuppoſe that the looking on the brazen ſerpent 
only characterized thoſe who were appointed to. live 
by it, and that it intimated or ex preſſed no ſuch thing 
as a Warrant to any man to look to that as in his own 
Caſe his particular appointed remedy? If you cannot 
_ ſuppoſe this, why ſhould you reſtrain to this ſenſe thoſe 
qeelarations of heaven, which we are taught by Chriſt ' 
|. "' Iimfſelf to conſider in analogy therewith ? In like man- 
ner was not tbe manna rained round the camp of rae! 
for every man to gather? And the cities of refuge = 
pointed for every man to fly to? Why then muſt 
| — Chriſt to warrant any man's appropriation be 
denied ? And, as it is ſaid and repeated, Job ili. 15% 
16. .That,auheſoever believeth. in him ſhould not perifs, but 
have everlaſting. life; what hinders but that T under- 
ſtand be/iewing in bim to be the ſame with believing on 
dim mentioned by Paul, Rom. ix. 33. and 1 Pet. ii. 6. 
where it is ſaid, Whoſoever - belieweth. on him ſhall not le 
aſhamed or confounded. Beheving in him contains, 
according to the common, and alſo ſcripture ſenſe of 
tha word, traf and depemdance; and is there not then a 
wartant for this dependance implied m theſe declara- 
tions? 'The: hke I alſo gather from Fſal. xxxvii. 40. 
N, xv. 12, compared with 1aiab xi. 10. Roms. i. 17. 
OS a tg Gd er 
Tho Phariſees erred, i ing to pleaſ their 
| obedience, and, oppoſed Jelus being the true Meſſiah 
becauſe ha ſiod oppoiite to their notion 2 
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neſs; yet I cannot admit it as any part of the diſpute 
whethet every Jew had a right to conſider the Meſhah 
as his Meſſiah, as much as his brother Jew ; however 
they might miſtake the nature of his ſalvation, This, 
I conceive, was as undiſputed, as that the Son of God 
was God. Our Lord is Rid to come to his owr, and his. 
own received him not. The apoſtles in preaching the 
oſpel were to begin at Feru/alem, and the language 
they uſed was, Unto you fir, &c. What | gather from 
this is, that 8 the unbelief of the Jews the par- 

0 tition wall being broken down, it is plain that the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt now, , by his word, ſtands in the ſame. 
undiſtinguiſhed relation to all the world, as he before 
did unto every Few. At the ſame time, it is admitted, 
that none but the ele& of the Jews were ſaved ; nor 
are any now ſaved but the ele& of all nations. But 
as every Jew had a foundation to expect the Meſſiah 
23 bis Meffiah, ſo every human creature have the ſame 

WM foundation to look on him now come as his Chriſt by 
divine grant, &c. and thoſe who. believe this Chriſt. 
quite ſufficient for them, by being thus made welcome, 
to him, manifeſt their full ſatisfaction therein, by de- 
pending alone on him, and are, through this faith 
working by love, ſo demonſtrated to be thoſe ele& of 
all nations, that are and ſhall be eventually ſaved by. 
him. | | 

The ſufficiency of what Chriſt has already done for 
the ſalvation of the moſt guilty, without more, will 
properly admit of no ſuch notion, as that any act of 
ours is neceſſary to pleaſe God, or be accepted with 

Him. But that we may partake of, and enjoy this 

ſufficient righteouſneſs, it is neceſſary that I count it my 5 


own on ſome proper foundation or other. And who- 
ever counts it their own on the foundation of the free 
grant of it to ſinners, for that purpoſe, ar, it being 
ranted that whoſoever receive it may not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life ; ſuch, are not united to Chriſt, or 
entered into covenant, by or upon any act of theirs ; 
but by this faith working by love, are hereby manifeſted 
the children of the New Teſtament, and partakers of | 
the promiſes and bleſſings thereof. Further, | 
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Further, I find, Acts xvi, 31. When the Philippian 
jailor aſked, <what he ould do to be ſaved ? He was im- 
mediately directed to believe on the Lord Feſus Chrift, 
with affurance that he ſhould not be diſappointed, but 
ſhould be Javed. Paul and Silas did not barely. content 
themſelves with laying before the jailor the © evidence 
« of Jeſus's meſſiahſhip,“ excluſive of any ground of 
confidence in him; but direQs, in anſwer to his queſtion, 
to believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift; which words, not 
only import the ſufficiency of Jeſus to ſalvation, but - 
alſo- an allowed warrant for beheving on Him, even 
| ſich a dependance as amounted to the ſummit of the 
Jailor's enquiry, viz, That he ſhauld be ſaved. And it 
requires ſufficient authority to make me ſenſible, that 
the apoſtle only meant, that z he believed one thing, he 
ſhould fin another true, 1. e. if he believed Chriſt was 
ſufficient for bis, glee, he Hon — r he 
own perſon. The jailor, I ng, ain 
obvious import of e 4 2 dire ed to believe on 
Chrift with reſpe& to the matter of his 2 is, 
is own particular ſalvation; and the a given. 
Him was ſuitable thereto, thow h be ſaved. 
Again, when I read thoſe words of invitation, all 
thin, are ready, come ta the marriage. And find the 
meſſengers are directed to go into the highways and 
| Hedges, and find the moſt unprepared objects; I can- 
not underſtand this to be a bare informing them how 
Chriſt ſayes his peculiar people. The words import 
ſuch an invitation to this ſufficient entertainment, as is 
a ſufficient warrant for their partaking of it. | 
And when I find the bleſſings obtained by the death 
and reſurrection of the Lord Jeſus, or the grant of 
his fleſn and blood, ſet forth alſo under the notion 
of a legacy in a ail or teflament, and ſinners indefi- 
nitely the legatces ; when I find it clogged with no 
diſtinguiſhing caveat, but on the contrary, encourage- 
ment and aſſurance not to be diſappointed,” given to 
every one without exception; a promiſe, that ſuch as 
come on the general invitation ſhall in zo cviſe be caſt 
aut: I cannot apprehend this to be leſs than a ſufficient 


* 
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warrant for me as a mere ſinner to claim, accept, and 
poſſeſs, all as my own property, by divine grant and 
invitation. | ET” 8 
And further, when I hear the Lord Jeſus call him- 
ſelf THE Dook, and at the ſame time declare, that if 
any man enter in by Him, he ſhall be ſaved. This is 
plainly a warrant for any to enter in by Him. 
Again, thoſe to whom the apoſlles preached were by 
them bid to be baptized in the name of Jeſus for the remi/- 
fron of fins; nothing can more ſtrongly intimate th 
right given by them to take this part'or ſhare in his 
death and reſurrection. And when the apoſtle ſays, 
they who have been baptized into Chrift, have pat on 
Chriſt; it ſtrongly intimates, appropriating, or living by 
Him as the Lord our righteouſne/s ; and could they thus 
put him on if not made welcome to ſuch an enjoyment? | 
Remiſſion of ſins is to be preached THROUGH HIM, . 
or IN HIS NAME, to all without difference, accompa- 
nied with this declaration, that iN His NAME WHOSO» 
EVER BELIEYETH ſhall receive remiſſion of fins; and 
that BY Him all that believe are juſtified wir nour 
woRKs. Such declarations not only ſignify the poſſibi - 
lity of falyation to the moſt guilty, in God's good plea- 
fure to blot out fin 5 ACCOUNT ALONE, or 
for His NAME'S SAKE, but they evidently import a 
grant, or preſentment of remiſſion of fins in his name 
unto the perſons addreſſed, unto ſinners indefinitely. 
A grant or preſentment of his name to be truſted in by 
them for remiſſion of fins. As on the one hand thele 
words do not amount to any declaration to them, that 
their fins were already remitted, only they did not 
know. it, ſo on the other hand, they evidently amount 
to more than à declaration. of a bare poſſibility of ſal- 
vation, even an object of truſt ; the preſentment of the 
bleſſing in the name of Jeſus To THeu. Had it been 
ours eclared that by Him all that believe are juſtified 
without the preceeding words, In this man's name is 
preached unto you remiſ/zon' of fins; it might have been 
judged to have been only a declaration of Chriſt's ſuſſi-, 
ciency for his elect; as deſcribed by their proper _ 
: ra 
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rater of believing ; but the preceeding words evident- 
ly import the grant of the ſaviour to believed on, 
or truſted in, which is alſo alſo agreeable to Eph. i. 12, 
13 And what could the repentance and. converſion 
which the apoſtie Peter exhorted to, Acts iii. 19. but 
to believe in this Chriſt ſo freely given ? Is there not 
in ail ſuch phraſes ſomething active exhorted unto ? 
And what could it be Jeſs, in conſiſtency with the whole 
declaration, than an active appropriation, or enjoyment, 
of what was hereby ſo freely preſented to them ? 
Again, this is ſtill more confirmed when it is de- 
clared expreſsly, 1 John iii, 2, 3. to be the divine 
commandment, h wwe ſhould believe on the name of 
his fon Jeſus Chriſt, or live through him, or by what 
he 'has done. — And our Lord himſelf, John vi. 
28, 29. told thoſe who enquired what they muſt do 
that they might work the works of God, that his 
"was the work of God, that they ſhould believe en him, (or 


live by his works,) <vhom he had ſent. 


The invitations ſuch as If. li. 1—5. Rev. xxi. 17. 
John x. 9. vii 37. exhortations, ſuch as 2 Cor. V. 


19, 20. and aſſurances not to be diſappointed, ſuek 


as John vi. 37. iii. 25. Rom. ix. 33. plainly intimate? 
a ſufficient foundation, or warrant, for that truſt and 
confidence in Chriſt, As it would be confeſſed]y ridi- 
culous to apply theſe commands, invitations, and ex- 


hortations to ſuch paſſive convictions of truth, as purely 


ariſe by the force of evidence, in oppoſition to all ac- 
tive enjoy ment founded upon that evidence. If I am 
commanded, invited, exhorted to eat, or partake of 
an entertainment, it affords me an intimation, how 
welcome I am, not barely to the action of eating, 
but to the entertainment itſelf. So the Goſpel, or 
good tidings of our right, (by divine grant to ſinners,) 
to feed upon, or appropriate Chriſt, is conveyed in 


_ theſe as well as in any other manner of expreſſing it. 


There is no room for the objection, that the bare truth 
of the goſpel does not then appear ſufficient to comfort 
us without theſe our acts; becauſe in theſe invitations, 
exhortations, &c. the truth of the ſufficient ſaviour - 


given | 
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given to us, / is'conveyed 3" and in the comfortable be- | 
lief of this, we are encoura ſo do ve | 
Not: can it be ſaid,” that theſe acts give us tis right to— ö 
the 'impated-righteoaſneſs, but they are the retult ol | | 
our belief of that which is imputed to us for righte- | 
ovſneſs, i. e. the righeeouſueſi of Chriſt. 1 
No let us ſum „* Chtiſt is % given, 
that wwhoſorver helirweth on 


m, ſpall nat periſh, but haur " | 
everlaſting life. If he' is' the trus briad come —— from i 
heaven, - to give lift to the world, ſo that whoſotwvir eateth | | 
Him ſhall live by Him. If he is given 'a@ the manna © 
was rained'raund the” camp of Iſrael, and as the ſerpent 
awas lifted up in the wilderne/s. If it is the record to be 
believed that God has given to us eternal life, and this life ? 
is in bus ſon. IF all have now, by the gift of God, the 
ſame common right to him the Jews had. If the jay- 
lor was directed immediately to belirve on the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, with a promiſe of ſalvation. If we are invited 
to come, for all things are ready. If the divine bleſſings 
nate ſet forth under the notion of a avi// or teſlament, and 
unqualified finners, as ſuch, are the legatees. If Chriſt is 
the door for any man to enter by and be ſaved. If 2 i 
- of ſins was preached in Chrifi”s name to all nations. If ſin- 
ners were directed as ſuch, to be immediately baptized * 
in the name of Jeſus for the remiſſion of fins. If it is the 
divine commandment that we ould believe on the name 
of his fon Feſus Chriſt. If the father hath ſent his \ 
begotten ſon into the world, that wwe might live throuph * 
Him. If we are invited and exhorted as finners to 
partake of the bleſſings obtained by Jeſus Chriſt, In 
the face of all this evidence, how can any one fay - 
there is no warrant for the ſinner's appropriation ' of 
Chriſt ?. | | Lett: 
Moreover by denying this warrant for appropriation; / 
truſt, or dependance, you evidently deny the connection 
your faith has, or ſhould have, with the divine faith. 
fuldeſs ; whereas nothing ean be more evidently de. 
clared throughout the ſcripture, than the fai eſs 
of God, and the faith of the real belicver, as cor. © 


relates, | | 
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_ Theſe are ſeme of; the many evidences chat convince 
wen rec that God is well pleaſed in his beloved 
ſon. hut alſq: that. he has bid me welcome tn alb this. 
Scat alvation, and. chat as a. guilty: ſinner, without 

it 10) a5 03. cent ei env ein Whied” ww 
* You have readily. acknowledged, “ many divine 
« calls in thai ſeripturę: 40 all ſorta of ſinners ta came 
1 to; Chriſt, to partake of the water af; liſe freely.“ 
But yon abject, „ that this faith ynu plead ſor, is 
the, only ttus ſptiog of alk willing, aſking, com- 
„ing. rtegeiving, appfoptiating, chat you have. any 
* . | ture.“ a mit. this; will it not 
fill follow that ift all forts. of ſinners are invited ta 
come to Chriſt, and partake freely 3 then all ſorts of 
fingers; hayeca: warrant for the appropriation, which 
was the thing to be proved. That they muſt have the 
faith you-plead for, namely the belief of the teſtimony, 
ag the ſpring of their appropriation, does not oppoſe 
their beiug invited as ſinners, and thereby warranted as 
ſuch to appropriate. It only intimates that whoever 
really obeys the call, or invitation, bas the faith you 
plead for. Though: according. to the invitation, or 
call, he appropriates not as ſuch a believer, but as a ſin- 
— fax. he appropriate s in the character he is invited 

r, \ 94 205; pt , 
It is true, it is promiſed the dead. fall hear the voice 
of, the Son of Cod; but ydu never learnt from the ſcrip- 
ture to ſay. when God calls, he makes the dead to 
1% hear his voice.“ This is to deny the ſeripture to be 
che voice of God, and is an expreſs contradid ion to 
Him who ſaid,. many are called, but few are choſen. 

Von add, it is no ſooner underitood who calls, than 
(t 8 is e Admit this, and that this is the 
true ſpri all receiving, ap iating, Ce. It 

— —— than that S Th the divine 

canviction. or faith, . That Chriſt. is given to ſinners as 
„ Ws" - n to come to Chriſt, 

per n 4s tha ſpring of my appropriation, com- 
ing, 5c, and af you admit of an why 
Mould you be ſo ſtrenuous againſt a compliance with. 
them 7 1 perceive 


. * 


A. 


a. 


— 
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I perceive ſtill more evidently. the loſs:you are at to 
make out any rent connection betwixt the un 
certainty your faith leaves you in, and the relief you 
profeſs thereby, in your anſwer to Mr. Pike's. third 
queſtion. How can a mere belief of the goſpel re- 
«+ port, give peace of conſcienee, ſince, after all that is 
directly contained ing the goſpel, there is room for 
« any perſon to fear his being ſor ever miſerable?” 
Vou reply. How the mere belief of the goſpel re- 
4 ; can give peace to the conſci:nre; is indeed the 
« firſt and great leſſon in Chriſtianity, which no man 
4 can — teach his neighbour. This is the 
«« province of God. Yet it is a point well underſtood 
« among them that-believe, H. 

Here I obſerve you are e ee recur to ſuch my 
ſtery, 3 4 . ridicule. Something far 2 i 
unintelligible than the certainty in appropriating, clog- 

ed wal its imaginary pow; na 1 1 

ding that to be true by believing it, which we 
could not find true any other way. For, if it is proved 


that God has invited and commande® us to truſt in 


Him for that, which he engages in his fanhfulneſs, all 
that truſt in Him ſhall find it true, even as Arabum 
was made the father of mahy natidne, and Sarab te- 
oeiyed ſtrength to conceive feed; Hep. xi. u 1.) d fee 
no difficulty in apprehending this matter, which you 
make ſo great an objection. If after all that has been 
ſaid, Nr, Sandernan is Kill unfatisfiod, and af any” 
more, How can that goſpel give me affurance of 
« ſalvation, which does not name mus 1 bave n 
precedent from him for adding, this is the firſt 
great leſſon in Chriſtianity, winch no man can ef- 
e fectually teach his neighbour ; this is che prowinee 


_ © of God.“ I readily agree, no man can effeftiially - 


teach his neighbour that evidence of truth, whereby” * 

he diſcovers by the goſpel the character of the true 

God, and convinces to the excluſion of ali contradiction, 

that he is juſt, and the juſtifier Without works, of him 

that believeth on Jeſus; But the connection bettyixt this 

diſcovery, and his joy and peace, who diſcovers o 
\ | : 5 2 warrant 


% 


jane 


156 . Revitw of ide Con Over 


Warrant from. the divine declaration, to call the gift 


by grace; the gift of God 7 him à ſinner, without 
works; this does not appear from the ſeripture to be 


de ſacred. inſcrutable matter, that we muſt ſilently 


ſabmit to without further enqui ))): 
Jo refer to experience is no | ye” In nothing are 
rſons more deceived frequently. I apprehend there 
s no real connection between your goſpel, and peace 
and joy from it. It ſeems to afford 'you only an anxious 
care, to get thoſe marks M hereby you may know yo 
areone of the perſons ſo ſaved. To enable you to ſay, 
God I thank thee, I am not as other men. Your peace 
and joy muſt be only ſuch as naturally attends any 
new diſcovery, or mull ariſe from atr original preſump- 
tion, not founded on the. word, but ſomething like 
what Dr. Yawrg intimates, when he ſays, -** each man 
+. thinks himſelf immortal.” beg IO LY 
If Ham to go by experience of love, joy, peace, Sc. 
I ſhall never be of your mind in this matter. For, I 
have experienced love, joy, peace, &c. by the ap- 
propriation of Chriſt I plead for, and by the diſco · 
very of the goſpel truth which warrants it. But I lay 
aſide all dependence on thoſe things, when I agree to 
examine faith and hope by its co ndenee with 
ſcripture truth. The queſtion now is, What is truth? 
Not, what makes me or you happy? From that part 
of truth which you count the whole, nothing more 
ariſes to give yon peace and joy, than what a per- 
ſon may infer: from his natural idea of God's of 
ſections, without any other revelation, i. e. a poſſibi - 
lity of being ſaved: | | 
| — you will yet judge that I ſlight the bare truth, 
becauſe I thus plead for a ground of appropriation, but 
I muſt anſwer, far from it; I plead for what I diſcover 
from the word to be the truth. I am conſcious I _ not 
the ſufficiency of Chriſt alone, but rather I object a e- 
figency which you ſeem to lie under, by leaving out the 
plain import of ſeveral Texts. The truth, ſo far as you 
proceed in it, is my delight, and mygregard to you has ' 


proceeded purely on the account of it, even tho ae 


1 


* 


- betwixt Par jmd Aera ü. 67 


had uſed me with twice the ſeverity you have, but your 
laboured defect is as offenſive. When it is proved that 


' what I plead for as truth is a contradiction to the ſuffi- 
ciency of Chriſt alone, or even obſcures it, (unleſs im- 
properly held fo 


th, and in that light not true) I ſhall 
ſee ſome ground for your ſeverity, and a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for me intirely to acquieſce with you, and to admit 
your reſtraining gloſſes: And as you was pleaſed to reſt 
the whole upon my proof of the warrant for the appro- 
riation; ſo I am willing on the other hand to reſt the 
whole of my ſenſe of theſe texts, (the remaining point 


between us) on your proof, that what I have pleaded 


for contradicts the ſufficiency of Chriſt alone, or any 

way interferes with the goſpel diſcovery of Jehovah. 
I obſerve, tho“ you anſwer; this q ueſtion,. propoſed 

by Mr. Pike, ſo darkly, by, reſolving it into ſomething un- 


- intelligible, yet you eſteem. it the capital one” in your 


ſcheme ; and © the key to the Chriſtian religion,” yet at 
the ſame.time ſuch an inexplicable myſtery !- 
Nrather believe the juſtification without works of the 


| ungodly, and by the juſt God, is the point wherein 


« believers and unbelievers will ever be greatly divided 
jn their ſentiments: But I cannot ſay this of the 


difficulty you are under, of accounting for a truth com- 


forting you, in which you do not know yourſelf concern 
ed. Eſpecially as the anxious queſtion is not, What 
ſhall the elect do to be ſaved ? But what ſhall I do to 
be ſaved ? Not where with ſhall the ele& appear before 
God ? But wherewith ſhall I come before Him? 
There is a pleaſure attends the finding truth, when 
we are not concerned, as in this affair; and there is a 
pleaſure attends error when it is fancied to be truth, by 
a partial view. But this widely differs from the ſatiſ- 
factory anſwer tothe queſtion, Wherewith ſhall I appear 
before God? I know what it is to be comforted with 
the ſufficiency of Chrift, accompanied with- a divine 
declaration of my free we come to it. But I do not ſee 
the comfort or adyantage of being deprived of this. 
In Mr. Pike's letter of May _ I am confirmed in 
my objections. ** You have given a tranſcript of his 
F 3 experience, 


Os 


7 


Fs Review of the Corr 
rieniee,” and have encoutaged him to in 
EN according to your © evangelical deſcription, 
- k The believer who 7 rejoiceth as ont that has found great 
ſpoil, ſeeing himſelf in this b leſs, hopeleſs, el. 
4 perate condition, acquieſces in God's appointed way 
4 of making his calling, and election ſure, BY BRINC· 
„ u FoRTH THE FRUITS or Tas faith, hope and 
« love; and when any thing appears defective in the 
6 affection and conduct. which becomes matter for 
40 doubting- he is now led back —to kindle TnAr 
„ LOVE AND EXCITE THOSE ENDEAVOUR' Which con- 
4 tains the evidence of his intereſt in Chriſt.” —And the 
— 7 is, „Self righteous labour is ſpared,” all this 
While 
In one word, if 1 look, reſt, truſt, e. u upon the 
"fight of my love and obedience, then the looking, truſt- 
755 80 & des not ariſe from the bare report of 25 12 
ut 


upon a diſcovery of that which ik Aiftiogoithes 
me from others. 


Thus, Sir, I have given thoughts in regard 
td the point ee, you — wing ls 5 


great 

and tea toes Scher us to ſee = 
eye, ee wo ia vi * 
valet Di Yours, Oe. 

Buyer, 1759, | | Ep 
„ * W. CupworrH. 
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4 1. en in p. 49 85 refers us bo 
Mr. Gu ass's Works, Vol. III. p. 402406. 
as being of ſuch Importance, that he judgus 


it < needleſs to enlarge further, till the P 


and give the AnSwtR i it as follows. | 
Mr. GU Works, Vol. in. f. eee. 


Ms. Gram 


EZM winnie worked t rp- 
« H markable miſtake that ſome al who 


« would infer from this eme that is no 


% more but an abſolute promite, which om earer of 
ce the oſpel is bound to believe for himſelf, that it 
ac moſt certainly be performed to him; -and if he 
c delieves not this, he cents, after 'the example of 
<« Thacl in the wilderneſs, who fell ſhort of the pro- 
« miſed reſt, by the „ „ Ne they ſhould enter into 
«* jt, and fo knew God's brea promiſe.” _ 

AxswER. There is . in 2 goſpel that is 
neither abſolute nor conditional, but of a peculiar na- 
ture ; leading them that regard it, to a dependance on 
God's faithfülneſs in the performance of What he has 
engaged to accompliſh, to all that truſt in Him. 22 
is what is pleaded for, and to ſtate it otherwiſe is to 
miſrepreſent it. 

Mr. G1 ass.. * As the Tjaelites had laws delivered 
to them when they were evangelized in a figure, ſo 
a 1 we When we are truly evangelized : And if the 

ſpel and teſtament, or covenant of the Jþaelites 
. 5 the wilderneſs, was not a meer abſolute promile, 
e without any law or method, and tenor, according 
to which they were to enjoy that promiſe, ache 
«. is our goſpel and tellament, or covenane.” 
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referred to be anſwered.” 1 have confidered it, 
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= abſolute to every Maclite, not to 


— * 


o A Rerum ef the: Conraoνο ur 


An This is fully anſwered in the Lord's own words, 
by the prophet, ſaying, I will make a new covenant — 
not according to the covenant I made with their fathers, 
"This new covenant, Heb. viii. 11, 12. differs from the 
Former, in that it is not conditional, but abſolutely and 
intirely accompliſhed. of God himſelf, unto all, from 


- the leaſt to the greateſt, with whom it is made. At 


the ſame time it muſt be obſerved, that Mr. 6 errs 
an confounding this covenant, or teſtament, with the 
goſpel,” as being the ſame thing; for it is evident, that 
the goſpel is a doctrine preached to every creature, by 
which God accompliſhes this his new covenant, ga- 
thering his people out of all nations thereby. 
Mr. Grass. God's pramiſe of reſt to the nation 


« of Hfrael, the promiſe made to their fathers in Chriſt, 


« was abſolute, and moſt certainly to be performed at 
« all events to that nation. But this promiſe was not 
all that generation 

« that God brought out of Egypt.” „ 
An, I agree that God's promiſe made to Abraham 
to bring his ſeed into the land of Canaan, was abſo- 


to give that ſeed that know him, from the leaſt to the 
eateſt, the eternal inheritance. I agree alſo, that 


od had not by the former joe bound himſelf to 


any particular generation of them. He could have 
performed that promiſe had he deſtroyed the. people 
when the war er him, and made of Moſes a great 
nation. In like manner, the other promiſe to Abraham 
reſpecting al nations, whereby Chriſt becomes the Sa- 
viour of the world, and the goſpel is preached to every 
creature, is not an abſolute promiſe of eternal ſalvation 
to every individual, but was accompliſhed when the 
Jews, rejecting their Meſſiah, the door was opened to 
the Genti/es, whereby every man ſtands upon the ſame 


footing for the eternal inheritance as the ſeed of 4bra-, 


Zam did for the land of Canaan, Which, Mr. G 
fays, was * to be performed to them according to the 
« tenor of the covenant that God made with #4em: far 
« the performance of the promiſe,” But this ren 

= | > 
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9 „ 


lute and ſure to be performed: And fo is the promiſe, 
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denied, e regard. Dear. v. 2. The Lord our Cu mall 
66 2 a covenant with 'us in Horeb.—3. The Lord made nor TIE 
; + coutnant with. our: fathers, but woihh uu, w0b6 art Wl "of "us 
here alive this day. It is plain, this covenant'belon 
to. them as inheritors of land, and not as the con- 
dition of their entrance into it. Of the ſame nature 
are the words following, ver. 3 1. And [will freak We 
thee all the commandments, and the flututts, and the fd. 
ments, which thou ſhalt teach them, Tas THEY MAY 20 
THEM in THB LAND dcbieb I gi vs nbem 1 pg #t,— 
33. Ye foall: walk in all the ways ivhich ib Bard your 
God has commanded you, that yo may li; and HAR ily | 
be well wwith\ you; und that qe may prolong your days in . 
THE LAND WHICH YE SHALL Pos$E8s. Does not this 
ſuppoſe their entrance and poſſeſſion ?- Is it not the law. 
for the poſſeſſors? So that it rather anſwers to the com- 
mandments taught by the apoſtles to the new teſtament 
| church, than to the goſpel preached to every creature 
io by which that church is gathered, and b which firinery 
| | 0 the promiſe of —— life through faith in Chriſt, 
Me. Glass. © So that they were bound indeed to 
u, believe, that God would bring the nation into that 1 
< reſt, according to the promiſe made to Abraham; and 
« to his ſeed; but they were not bound to believe; 
<« every man for himſelf; that he ſhould come into that 
«« reſt, whether he followed oy 1 5 SY 
« covenant or not. f wo IE, 
Anſ. It has a appeared that their 
covenant was not the condition of their entrance. ket 
they were bound to believe and made God as 2 Far in 
not. beheving, was revealed Numb. xiii. 2. Send thos 
men that | they may ſearch the land of | Canaan, which I 
GIVE UNTO THE CHILDREN or IsRA2eL, Deut. i. 20. 
And I ſaid unto you, Ye are cam to the mountain ef 'the 
Amorite, ⁊ubich the Lord oux God poTH oliv vuro 
— US.—21. Behold the Lord thy God haih ſes the land before 
thee : Go up and poſſeſs it, as the Lord God of thy fathers Ke 
hath ſaid 825 thee.— 39. Then ſaid I, Dread nod, neither - tf 
be affraid of them —30. The Lord your God, which goed # 
before you, "_—_ fight for you=32+ Yet in this "4 2M 


td not believe * Lord your God. | Hadhey believed 


this, they had believed what was a proper foundation 
of a truſt and confidence in God, ſuch as has been 
pleaded: for, i. e. to overcume whatever oppoſed their 
entrance and poſſeſſion; and that in NE II 


own particular perſons. 

e. Glas: * This every goſpel hearer is bound 
« to believe, and every goſpel..profeſior--profeſſes this 
Go « faith; that 7e/us;the Son of God -hath-finiſhed- his 

« Work, and is entered into his reſt, and that all his 
ces heavenly nation, redeemed by. Him out vf every 


« kindred, tongue and people, and the nation without 


ro difference pe re that reſt with 
CY 


12 — This is begging. the ente or "oy 
ing the e pel reveals no more; but this muſt be 
he goſpel reveals what ſufficiently warrants 


all A 23 to look to Him for ſalvation; 


what ſufficiently warrants every guilty finner that hears 
it, to place an entire confidence on Chriſt and 
cigiteonſneſa, ſor deliverance from the wrath to 

and eternal life, with. aſſurancu from God not to be 


F As has boen already 8 


ed. 
e Guass. «And that'they thatfodres muſt enter 
into chat reſt, only accprding to the tefor of the co- 
KL 5 made witk that 3 _—_ 3k 8 
afever. They. are called by to ve 
chat they e ſhall enter into that reſt, believing 
on Him that juſtifies the ungodly, and not err 
to a covenant made with chem as already redeemed. 
M.. Glass. But they are not called to believe 
« every one for himſelf, that he mall ne at any 
« rate enter into that reſt. 
Anfever, This is not affirmed An we aſſert that 
they-enter in through faith and confidence. - 
GLass. For he mult labour to enter into that 
«reſt, leſt he + 9 55 the ſame — n 
4 FR. 
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